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VINDICATION 

OF    THE 

REALM, 

AND 

Church  of  ENGLAND, 

From  the  Charge  of 
Perjury,  Rebellion,    and  Schifm,  &c- 


HOSE  who    charge   Others  with 
Great  and  Odious  Crimes,   ought  to 
be  well  affured  that  they  have  very 
plain  and  full  Proofs,   to  fupport 
their   Allegations.   Perjury  and  Re- 
bellion are  fuch  heinous  Sins,   that 
even  a  Jingle  Per/on  ihouli  not  lightly  be  fuppofed 
capable  of  committing  them,    But  to  accufe  a  whole 
A  2  King- 
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Kingdom  of  fuch  Crimes  as  thefe  ♦,  to  reprelent  fo 
many  Thoufands*  of  their  Brethren,  in  nothing 
worfe  than  themfelves,  as  Rebels  and  Traytors^ 
and  upon  the  Preemption  thereof,  to  Unchurch 
a  National  Church  $  and  condemn  all  Thole  who 
Communicate  with  Her  Bijhops  and  Priefts,  as 
Schifmaticks  from  the  true  Church  of  Chrifl :  This 
has  iomewhat  in  it  lb  Ihocking  to  Human  Nature, 
that  Thofe  who  do  it,  mult  either  have  fuch  evident 
Demonltrations  of  the  Truth  of  what  they  alledge, 
as  cannot  fairly  be  Gainlay'd :  Or  they  mult  be 
confeffed  to  be  the  molt  Uncharitable,  and  Unjult 
of  Men,  in  fixing  upon  Us  fo  fcandalous  a  Charge, 
and  which  they  are  not  able  to  make  Good. 

What  Grounds  Thofe  who  thus '  accufe  Us,  have 
for  the  hard  Cenfures  which  they  have  thought  fit 
to  pals  upon  Us,  I  lhall  prelently  confider :  Let  me 
only  firft  obferve,  that  as  no  fort  of  Men  have  been 
more  liberal  of  their  falfe  Accufations  of  Us,  nor 
have  more  furioufly  pronounced  their  Anathema's 
againft  Us,  as  Schifmaticks  and  Hereticks,  than 
Thole  of  the  Church  of  Rome-,  fo  I  heartily  wifh 
that  Thefe  our  Accufers,  who  have  Ihewn  but  too 
great  an  Inclination  to  approach  towards  that  Church 
in  Other  Matters,  had  not  been  a  little  infe&ed  by 
them  in  this  lort  of  Carriage  towards  us^  and  learned 
too  much,  both  of  their  Language  and  Difpo- 
fition,  either  for  their  own  Justification,  or  our 
Peace. 

But  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  there 
is  nothing  more  clear,  than  that  They  who  lo  con- 
fidently charge  Us  with  Herefy  and  Schifm,  are  in 
the  very  Inltances  in  which  they  accufe  Us,  Them- 
felves apparently  Guilty  of  Both :  So  I  verily  be- 
lieve it  will  in  the  Sequel  appear,  that  thofe  among 
our  felves,  who  do  lb  freely  Tax  Us  with  Schifm 
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and  Rebellion,  are  indeed  themfelves  the  true  Rebels 
and  Schijmaticks  :  And  then  I  fhall  leave  them  to 
read  their  own  Doom,  in  thole  fevere  Sentences  they 
have  fo  rafhly  pronounced  againft  Us. 

To  make  good  this .Suggeftion,  tho'  the  Cafe  of 
Thofe  who  now  take  the  Oaths  to  thz  pref em  Go- 
vernment, and  Communicate  with  the  Bifhops  and 
Clergy  #  who  do  the  fame,  and  are  in  pofleffion  of 
the  Diocefes  and  Churches  of  this  Realm,  is  very 
differenc  from  Theirs  who  firft  did  this,  at 'the  time 
of  the  Revolution  :  Yet  that  nothing  may  be  want- 
ing to  fhew  the-Rafhnefs  of  Thofe  Enemies  of  our 
Country  and  Religion,  who,  upon  thefe  Pretences 
would  Juftify  their  Separation  from  Us  5  I  (hall  take 
theSubjeft  from  the  Beginning,  and  briefly  confi- 
der  the  Cafe  of  the  REVOLUTION,  with  all 
the  Confequences  of  it,  under  thefe  Three  Views  • 
as  JUSTIFYABLE*  as  DOUBTFUL/ 
as  UNLAWFUL  :  And  that,  in  its  Beginning, 
Eftablifhment,  and  Continuance,  xp  the  Acceflion  of 
his  prefent  Sacred  Majefty,  King  GEORGE,  to 
the  Throne  of  this  Kingdom. 

And  lit,  If  the  Revolution  was  Jujtifyab/e  $  if 
nothing  was  done,  I  do  not  fay  by  any  particular 
Perfons  (that  is  not  my  Concern)  but  by  the  Body 
of  the  Realm,  but  what  was  Lawful  and  Necejfary  '• 
Agreeable  both  to  the  Laws  of  Nations,  and  to  the 
Nature  of  our  own  Legal  Confiitution  /then  I  con- 
ceive, that  they  who  fubmitted  to  the  Authority  of 
our  Glorious  Deliverer  King  WILLIAM,  and 
took  the  Oaths  prefcribed  to  Him-,  were  fo  far  from 
doing  any  Thing  amifs,  that  it  was  indeed  their 
Duty  to  do  it :  And  that  Thofe  who,  rather  than  do 
this,  Chole  to  forfeit  their  Preferments  in  the 
Church,  (to  fpeak  the  fofteft  of  them)  muft  have 
been  greatly  miftaken  ,  and  would  do  well  to  confi- 
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der,  how  They  will  be  able  to  Anfwer  to  God  for 
all  the  Evil  they  have  brought  upon  this  Church  znd 
Nation,  by  fuch  their  Behaviour. 

Here  therefore  let  us  take  a  View  of  our  Circum- 
ftances  as  they  flood  at  the  time  when  King 
WILLIAM  came  over  3  and  by  the  Force  he 
brought  with  him,  and  the  little  Inclination  he  met 
with  in  any  to  oppofe  Him,  Accomplifh'd  that  great 
Change  which  we  call  the  Revolution. 

No  fboner   was  King  JAMES  come  to  the 
Crown,  but  one  of  the  firft  Things  he  did,  was  to 
own  his  Religion  3  the  unhappy  Ground  of  all  our 
Misfortunes.    The  Duke  of  Monmouth  landing,  not 
long  after,  in  the  Weft,  and  the  King  being  obliged  to 
raife  new  Forces  to  Oppofe  his  Invafion,  many  Com- 
miffions  were  given  out  by  Him  to  Papifts,  to  com- 
mand in  his  Army.    This,  tho'  dire£tly  contrary  to 
the  Teft  A£t,  was  yet  but  gently  Cenfured  3  and  im- 
puted rather  to  the  Neceffity  of  the  Times,  than 
to  any  fix'd  Refblution  taken  by  the  King,  to  Repeal 
an  A3  of  Parliament  by  his  own  Authority  \  which, 
in  the  Confequence  of  it,  would  be  the  Violation  of 
our  fundamental  Conftitution  3    by  virtue  whereof 
the  King  alone,  without  his  Parliament,  can  neither 
Make,  nor  Repeal,  any  Laws  whatfoever.  But  when 
the  Parliament  met  in  November  following  3  and  the 
King  in  his  Speech  to  both  Houfes  declared,  that  He 
was  refolved  to  continue  thofe  Officers  in  their  Polls, 
tho'  unqualify  Jd  by  Law  to  hold  them  3  when,  up- 
on the  Commons  Remonftrance  3   "  That  thofe  Offi- 
cers could  not  by  Law  be  capable  of  their  Em- 
ployments 3  nor  could  the  Incapacities  They  had 
brought  upon  Them/ elves  by  the  Execution  of  them, 
be  any  otherwife  taken  off  than  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  they  accordingly  were  preparing  a  Bill 
to  do  3  praying,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  King 

would 
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would  difmifs  them  from  their  Places,  for  this  ex- 
prels  Reafon,  "  That  the  continuing  them  in  their 
"  Employments  would  be  ^Difpenfing  with  that(Td\) 
"  Law,  without  an  Atl  of  Parliament-,  the  Confe- 
"  quence  of  which  was  of  the  great eft  Concern  to  all 
"  Uk  Majeftys  SubjeSs0  and  to  all  the  Laws  made 
"  for  the  Security  of  our  Religion  "  :  All  the  Return 
They  met  with,  was  a  Reprimand,  inftead  of  a  Re- 
drefs  *,  and  within  a  few  Days  after,  a  Prorogation 
was  made  of  the  Parliament,  rather  than  the  King 
would  depart  from  that  Difpenfing  Power  which  He 
had  Illegally  Ufurped  1  When  Laftly,  to  fettle  this 
Arbitrary  and   Illegal  Authority,    He   caufed   His 
Judges  to  declare,  "  That  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom 
"  were  the  King's  Laws  •,  That  he  might  difpenfe 
"  with  all  Penal  Laws  as  often  as  Neceffity  required; 
<c  And  that  They  were  fudges  of  the  Neceffity  which 
"  might  induce  Him  to  make  life  offuch  Difpenfa- 
u  tions  "  s  It  plainly  appeared,  that  He  had  fet  his 
Refolution  to  introduce  an  Arbitrary  Power  •,  and, 
in  conlequence  thereof,  to  dettroy  the  fundamental 
Limitation  of  the  Englifh  Monarchy  •,  that  Conftitu- 
tion  which  at  His  Coronation  He  had  Sworn,  and  was 
from  His  firft  AccefTion  to  the  Crown,  otherwife 
bound  to  preferve. 

In  purfiiance  of  this  Refolution  ^  firft  an  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Commijfion  was  Eftablilh'd,  in  contradiction  to 
Law,  to  keep  the  Clergy  in  Awe  -,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
London  was  in  a  little  time,  in  a  very  Arbitrary 
Manner,  Sufpended  by  vertue  of  it.  Next,  an  in- 
fidious  Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcicnce  was  let 
forth,  in  which  among  other  Things  it  was  Ordered, 
that  Thofe  lefts  (Eftabliftfd  by  M  of  Parliament) 
tc  fhould  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  required  to  be 
"  taken,  or  fubfcribed  by  any  P  erf  on  whatfoever  \ 
The  Lord  Tyrconnel,  a  Papift,  and  an  Irijlman.  and 
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upon  both  Accounts  legally  Unqualified  for  that 
Office,   was  made  the  Chief  Governor  of  Ireland. 
Lord  Caftlemain,  another  Papift,  was  fent  Ambafla- 
dor  to  Rome :   The  Pope's  Nuncio  was  openly  re- 
ceived :  Sir  R.  Allibone,  a  Papift,  was  feated  as  a 
Judge  in  the  Kings-Bench  $   and  Father  Peters,  a 
Jefuit,  and  Confeffor  to  the  King,  was  openly  made 
a  Privy  Ccunfellor.    The  Declaration  for  Liberty  of 
Confacnce,  contrary  to  Law,  was  again  renewed,  and 
now  ordered  to  be  Read  in  all  the  Churches  of  the 
Kingdom.    The  Archbijhop  of  Canterbury,  and  Six 
of  the  Bifhops,  only  for  repreienting  in  an  humble 
Petition   to  the  King,    the  Unlawfulnefs  of  their 
complying  with  this  Command,  were  committed  to 
the  Tower,' and  brought  to  their  Tryal  in  Weftmin- 
fler-Hall,  .for  High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors.    In 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  Maffey  was  made  Dean  of 
Chrift-Church,  and  Commanded  to  be  admitted  with- 
out taking  the'Legal  Oaths.    By  Him  avChapel  was 
prepared,  in  that  College  for  Publick  Mafs  ;  and  ho- 
noured with  the  King's  OWN  Prefence.    Magda- 
lene-College was  filfd  with  Papijis.    And  that  Cam- 
bridge might  not  efcape  any  better  than  Oxford,  Fa- 
ther Francis  was  required  to  be  there  admitted  a 
Majier  of  Arts,  without  taking  the  ufual  Oaths  \ 
any  Law  or  Statute  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding . 
For  refufal  hereof,  the  Vice-Chancellor  was  deprived 
of  his  Office,  by  the  new  Ecclefiaitical  CommifTi- 
oners  -,  and  Sufp ended,  as  to  his  Headjhip,  ab  Officio 
&  BeneRcio.    Thefe  were  all  direQ:  Invafwns  of"  our 
Legal Conjhtinion,  and  done  in  defiance  of  our  Laws, 
by  an  Arbitrary  Power  of'  fuf pending  Them.  \ 

5Tis  true,  when  the  King  faw»  his  .Affairs  in  a 
dangerous  Eftate,  His  People  difcontented,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange  juft  ready  to  .let  Sail  with  an 
armed  Force  againit  Him  -,  He  began  to  change  his 
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Meafures,  and  feemed  inclined  to  give  his  Sub- 
jects Satisfaction.  He  re-called  his  Ecclefiafiicat 
Commiffion^  but  He  never  own'd  it  was  Unlawful 
He  ordered  the  Prefident  and  Fellows  of  Magdalen- 
College,  who  had  been  turn'd  out  by  his  Commif- 
fwners,  to  be  Reftored  by  their  Vifitor .  but  with- 
out any  Security,  that  They  ihould  not  be  turn'd 
out  again  upon  the  firft  Occafion.  Nay,  to  (hew 
that  He  continued  in  the  (  fame  obftinate  Refolu- 
tion  to  Rule  according  to  his  Own  Will ;  no  fooner 
did  He  hear  that  the  Dutch  Fleet  was  driven 
back,  and  not  like  to  put  to  Sea  any  more  that 
Year,  but  He  immediately  ftopp'd  the  Vifitor,  and 
forbad  the  Execution  of  his  own  Order-  till  the 
Fleet  being  ready  to  fet  Sail  again,  He  a  Se- 
cond time  Directed,  or  rather  Permitted,  it  to  bs 
Obey'd. 

But  the  great  Stroke  of  all  which  was  made  of 
our  Rights  and  Liberties,  and  without  which  the 
reft  (however  great  and  terrible  in  themfelves) 
could  have  been  of  no  long  Duration,  was  the  Re- 
folution  taken  to  have  a  Prince  of  Wales  ;  to  per- 
petuate our  Misfortunes }  and  to  continue  Us  un- 
der that  Tyranny  of  Popery,  and  Arbitrary  Power y 
to  which  we  were  condemned. 

Whether  the  Child  pretended  to  have  been 
born  upon  Trinity- Sunday  j  after  a  known  Mifcar- 
riage  of  the  Queens  upon  Eajier- Monday,  was  a 
real,  or  a  fuppofititious  Birth,  I  ihall  not  under- 
take to  fay.  But  by  the  whole  Management  of 
that  Affair  it  appeared,  That  they  were  refolved 
to  have  not  only  a  Child,  but  a  Son:  And  therefore 
would  not  trult  any-body,  but  fuch  as  they  had 
before  made  fure  of,  to  know  which  it  was :  Or 
indeed,  whether  any  Child  was  born  at  all.    And 
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though,  befides  feveral  Others  who  were  in  the 
Chamber  at  the  time  of  the  Queens  Delivery, 
and  knew  no  more  of  what  pafTed  there,  than 
the  Prince fs  of  Orange,  who  was  in  Holland,  or 
the  Prince fs  of  'Denmark,  who  was  at  the.  Bath, 
the  King's  Phyficians  were  required  to  be  prefent  •, 
and  though  the  Child  was  pretended  to  have  been 
ftrangled  in  the  Birth,  and  a  good  deal  of  Time 
was  taken  to  bring  him  to  Life,  yet  not  One  of 
them  was  fuffered  to  go  into  the  Myftical  Gofet 
by  the  Bedfide,  to  offer  any  Advice,  or  Help,  in 
that  Cafe^  nor  did  they  know  what  had  pafs'd 
there,  'till  all  was  ready,  and  a  Child  was  brought 
forth,  and  (hewn  for  a  Prince  of  Wales. 

It  would  not  perhaps  be  difficult,  were  it  need- 
ful, to  prove,  that  that/r/?  Child,  whatever  it  was, 
died  the  fame  Night;  as  the  Second  did  the  Fifth 
of  Augujt  following.  But  the  Prince  of  Orange 
being  fattsfied  that  He  had  now  a  juft  ground,  in 
Right  of  his  Wife,  to  demand  a  clear  Satisfa&ion 
in  this  Matter,  refblved  to  come  over  with  a 
fufficient  Force  to  Secure  Himfelf,  and  to  Oblige 
the  King  to  Do  both  Him,  and  the  Nation 
Juft  ice. 

What  theRefult  of  this  was,  we  all  know:  Up- 
on the  Princess  Landing  at  Torbay,  the  King's 
own  Army  delerted  Him  :  Many  from  all  the 
Neighbouring  Countries  went  in  to  the  Prince. 
In  divers  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  the  No- 
bility and  Gentry  rofe  up  in  Arms,  refblving  to 
join  with  the  Prince  for  the  Recovery  of  their 
Legal  Rights,  and  the  Security  both  of  their  Li- 
berties and  Religion.  And,  to  her  immortal  Ho- 
nour let  me  fpeak  it,  the  Princefs  of  Denmark  Her 
felf  joined  fome  of  Thefe*   and  was  conducted  by 
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an  armed  Force,  commanded  by  the  then  Lord 
Bijhop  of 'London,  to  Oxford,  to  meet  the  Prince* 
Declaring  thereby,  that  fhe  had  more  Regard  to 
the  Honour  of  God,  the  Security  of  the  Church 
by  Law  Eftabliftid,  and  the  Freedom  of  Her  Native 
Country,  than  to  any  ties  of  Nature,  which  might 
(land  in  Competition  with  them. 

Gladly  were  they  received  by  that  Learned,  and 
well  Affefled  Body :  Who  not  only  join'd  in  an 
Affociation  with  Thole  who  were  in  Arms^  but 
invited  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  make  their  Uni- 
verfity  his  Head  Quarters  -,  and  offered  Him  their 
Plate  too,  if  He  had  wanted  it,  to  pay  his 
Army. 

Enforced  by  the  Progrefs  of  the  Prince^  and 
Defection  of  his  People,  the  King  began  to  treat 
about  Terms  of  Peace.  The  Prince,  from  Hun- 
gerford,  fent  him  (bme  very  moderate  Demands  ^ 
That  the  Laio  Jhould  take  Place  every-wherc : 
That  a  free  Parliament  fhould  be  called  :  That 
neither  Army  jhould  come  within  Thirty  Miles  of 
London:  And  that  a  branch  of  the  Revenue  Jhould 
be  ajfgned  to  pay  his  Troops.  So  far  was  either 
that  Prince,  or  Thofe  of  the  Nation,  who  then 
joind  with  him,  from  aiming  at  any  Thing  more 
than  to  reduce  the  King  to  a  legal  Method  of  Go- 
vernment, and  to  fecure  the  Kingdom  againft 
the  wicked  Defigns  which  his  Priefis  and  Je~ 
fuits,  concurring  with  the  Policy  of  the  French 
Court,  had  formed  for  the  Ruin  of  it. 

The  King  either  had  not  yet  attained  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Affurance  in  Owning  his  true  Defigns, 
as  Openly  to  refufe  fuch  equitable  Demands^  or 
his  Circumftances,  at  that  Time,  would  not  fufter 
him  to  do  it.     He  agreed  to  what  the   Prince 
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propofed  \  and  all  good  Men  began  to  hope  that 
this  Affair  would  take   a  happy   Turn,    and   end 
in   a  fair  Accommodation   between  Them.      But 
the  contrary  foon  appeared :  For  inftead  of  abiding 
by  a  free  Parliamentary  Enquiry  into,    and  Set- 
tlement of  the  Affairs  of  the  Realm ;  the  King 
firlt  lent  away  the  §>ueen,   and  her  fuppoied  Child, 
into  France,  and  then  refolv'd  to  follow  Himfelf  • 
And,    that    the  Kingdom  _  might    be    left  in  the 
utmoft  Confufion,  determined  not  to  appoint  any 
Regent  h    nor  to  leave  any  CommiJJion   for  any  to 
Execute  the  Regal  Rower  in  his  Abfence.    And 
therefore,   having  firft  thrown  the  Great  Seal  into 
the  Thames  \  He  next  endeavoured  to  Efcape  pri- 
vately from  fever Jhatns   where  being  accidentally 
taken,   and  brought  back    to    Whitehall,   with   all 
the  tefpecT:  due  to  his  Character  s  He  was  yet  fo 
fix' d  in  his  Mind  to  Defert  the  Government,   as 
well  as  to  quit  the  Nation,   that  for  fear  of  ano- 
ther Stop,  He  found  means  to  procure  a  Pafs,  to 
prevent   his   being    Seized  a  fecond   Time,    and 
forced  to  return  again  to  his  Government  *  which 
he    evidently   refolved    rather    to    throw    up  al- 
together,   than   Not    to   Govern    in    his   own 
way. 

The  Nation  being  thus  forfaken  by  its  King, 
and  no  Legal  Government  left  in  it  ;  was  forced 
to  provide  as  well  as  it  could  for  its  own  Safety, 
The  Lords,  who  in  right  of  their  Peerage,  are 
upon  all  Occafions  the  Great  Council  of  the  Realm, 
met  immediately  at  Guildhall  London.  There 
they  agreed  upon  a  Declaration,  in  which  They 
profefs'd  their  Refolution  to  apply  Themfelves 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  "  Who  with  fo  great 
C(-  Kindnefs   to    thefe  Kingdoms  (  they   are  their 

"  own 
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own  WordsJ  "  fo  vaft  Expence,  and  Jo  much  Ha- 
"  zard,  bad  undertaken ,  by  endeavouring  to  procure 
"  a  Free  Parliament,  torefcue  us  from  the  imminent 
"  Dangers  of  Popery  and  Slavery  5  W  ^4/^/?  Him 
"  w///?  /fe/r  #///w/?   Endeavours  to  obtain  fuch  a 
"  Parliament  *,     wherein  our  Laws,   our  Liberties, 
"  /ztfi  Properties  might  be  Jecured  :  the  Church  of 
"  England  in  particular,  with  a  due  Liberty  to  Pro- 
"  teftant  DilTenters  5  and  in  general,  the  Proteftant 
"  Religion,  and  Intereft,  over  the  whole  World,  might 
"  be  Supported  and  Encouraged  :    And  promiied 
"  that,  in  the  mean  time,  They  would  endeavour  to 
ce  Preferve,  as  much  as  in  Them  lay,  the  Peace  and 
u  Security  of  the  great  and  populous  Cities  of  London 
"  and  Weftminfter,  and  Parts  adjacent  ^  by  taking 
"  care  to  Difarm  all  Papifts,  and  to  fecure  all  Je- 
"  fuits  and  Romifh  Priefts,  who  were  in,  or  about  the 
"  fame ".    This  Declaration   was  drawn  by  Arch- 
biihop  Sancroft,  and  Subfcribed  not  only  by  him, 
but  by  the  Bifhops  of  Winchefier,  Ely,  Roche ftery 
Peterburgh,  and  fbme  others  of  that  Order  ♦,  and 
was  by  One  of  Them,  the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  carried  to 
the  Prince  in  the  Names  of  the  Reft.    The  Prince 
ibon  came  to  London  :  And  King  JAMES  having, 
as  was  before  Obferved,  a  fecond  time  Deferted  the 
Government,  and  now  quitted  the  Realm  altogether, 
He  took  upon  Him  the  Adminiftration  of  it,  as  He 
had  been  defired  both  by  the  Lords,  and  Commons,  to 
Do.    And  the  better  to  bring  the  Nation  to  a  Legal 
Settlement,  directed  the  Lords,  with  the  Parliamen- 
tary Commons,  chofen  for  that  Purpofe,  to  meet  to- 
gether at  Weftminfter  in  a  Convention,  there  to  Con- 
fider,    and   Refolve,  what  they  had  to  do.    They 
met  •,   They  considered  the  State  of  the  Nation : 
They  declared  King  James's  Going  off,  in  fuch  a 

Manner 
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Minner  as  I  have  now  fliewn,  to  be  an  Abdication 
of  ^Government.  That,  by  fuch  his  Abdtcatwn 
the  Throne  was  become  Vacant :  And  in  the  Name  or 
Themfelves,  and  of  the  Kingdom,  by  whom  they 
were  Chofen,  and  for  whom  they  AQed  5  They 
fili'd  up  the  Vacant  Thtone  with  thofe  who  flood 
the  neareft  in  the  Lineal  Succeffion  to  it,  and  had 
the  heft  Right  of  any  to  demand  it,  via.  King 
WILLIAM  and  Queen  MART*  The  One  the 
Eldeti  Daughter  of  the  late  King;  the  other  His 
S»,  /nd  firft  of  any  in  Blood  except  the  Yrtn- 
cefs  of  Denmark,  who  gave  Her  Confent  to  this 

E1And  Set  me  freely  ask  any  impartial  Perfon ,  * 
What  Iniquity  can  juftly  be  charged  upon  Thofe 
who  concurr'd  in  this  Great  Artair  ? 

The  P«*«f  of  Or«i**  was  a  foreign  Prince ;  no 
Subiea  of  King  James.  He  had  a  great  Intereft  in 
fhe  Welfare  of  the  Realm,  as  well  as  a  near  Right 
„  the  Succeflion  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  it.  And 
if  he  thought  himfelf  obliged,  upon  both  thefe  Ac- 
counts to  force  that  King  to  give  both  Himfelf  and 
the  Nation  fitisfaftion,  I  do  not  fee  but  that  He 
ve?v  lawfully  might  do  it,  and  ought  not  to  be 
Warned  for  the  Method  he  took  to  accompMh  it. 
Wtat  is  in  the  Heart  of  Man  We  neither  can  Judge 
nor  ought  eaf.ly  to  fuppofe.  His  open  Profeffions 
nor  oug™        7  K?   N        -m  the  Rec0verjr 

of  s  iVA^Tto  fecure  the  BUMi  Krfg 
on  aeainft pJfi  Superjiition  and  Idolatry,  and  to 
Sve§a  p"  per  Affurance  given  him  that  He  fhouid 
u       «J  tin]  Plav  in  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Succeffion, 

And  who  can  fay  that  in  this  He  did  not  act  as  be 
ame  a  wS,  and  brave  Prince ,  a  'Friend  to  Liber- 
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ty,  and  a  worthy  Defender  of  the  Reformed  Reli- 
gion Eftablifh'd  among  Us  ?  I  am  fure  Archbifhop 
Sancroft,  and  his  Suffragans,  when  the  molt  preis'd 
by  King  Jams,  would  not  be  prevailed  with  to  de- 
clare their  Abhorrence  of  it. 

As  for  Thofe  among  our  felves  who  refufed  to  Op- 
pole  the  Prince  \  who  fate  ftill,  and  only  wifhed 
well  to  this  good  Defign,  but  were  tender  of  afting 
one  way  or  other  5  They  cannot  furely  be  blamed : 
Unlefs  what  was  a  Sin  in  that  Prince  to  Attempt,  I 
mean  to  Rule  contrary  both  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Land,  and  his  own  Oath,  was  fb  far  a  Duty  in  the 
People  to  comply  with,  as  to  oblige  them  to  joyn 
their  Force  with  a  perjured  Prince  -,  to  aflift  Him 
againlt  their  own  Deliverer  5  and  to  hinder  him 
from  being  obliged  to  oblerve  his  Oath  hereafter  5 
and  to  Govern  his  Subjefts  with  Juftice,  and 
Equity. 

Nor,  indeed,  can  I  condemn  Thofe,  who  having 
no  other  View  but  meerly  to  reduce  the  King  to  rea- 
(bn  5  and  to  Oppofe  thofe  Un-Commijfiond,  and 
Un-Commiffionable  forces,  which  He  had  railed  to 
enable  Himfelf  to  accomplifh  his  wicked  Ends  of 
Overthrowing  both  the  Religion,  and  Liberties  of 
the  Nation  5  not  to  touch  the  Per/on  of  the  King, 
or  to  Deprive  Him  of  his  Legal  Power,  and  Autho- 
rity, (which  it  does  not  appear  that  Thofe  who 
either  role  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or 
went  in  to  Him,,  defign  d  to  do,)  took  up  Arms  up- 
on that  extraordinary  Occafion.    Every  body  allows 
it  to  be  lawful  to  withftand  an  Unjuit  Violence  and 
Opprefiion  :  And  every  body  knows  that  thofe  who 
pretend  to  be  Commiffiond  by  the  King  to  do  any  Ille- 
gal A8,  are  indeed,  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law,  not  Com- 
mijfiond  at  all.    That  therefore  to  Oppofe  fuch  Per- 
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Tons,  who  have  only  the  Name  of  a  CommiJJzon,  but 
have  truly  none  at  all  *,  and  not  fubmit  to  their  Un- 
juft  Attempts,  mult  be  Lawful,  is  certain  :  As  Law- 
ful, as  it  would  be  to  Refill  a  Band  of  Robbers,  or 
Banditti  •,  who  have  every  whit  as  much  Legal  Au- 
thority to  Rob,  Plunder,  and  cut  Throats,  as  fuch 
Officers,  or  Soldiers,  to  Opprefs  any  Englifh  Subjett, 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  -,  which  are  the 
Meafure  of  the  Princes  Power,  as  well  as  the  Di- 
reftors  of  the  Subjects  Duty. 

But  in  the  prelent  Cafe,  there  is  yet  lefs  Diffi- 
culty :  Thole  who  role  when  the  Prince  landed,  did 
nothing.  Their  Numbers,  and  the  Readinefs  which 
they  ihew'd  to  have  Affifted  Him,  if  there  had  been 
Occafion,  happily  kept  all  quiet  •,  and  Determined 
the  King  to  take  the  lafe,  but  ignominious  Reiblu- 
tion,  of  Running  away  out  of  his  Kingdorn  -,  as 
not  daring  boldly  to  defend,  what  he  had  unjuftly 
Attempted. 

The  only  Siuejlion  that  I  can  imagine  to  have  any 
Doubt  in  it,  is-,  Whether  King  J A  MES\  going 
off  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  He  did,  was  in  Truth  an 
abdication  of  the  Government  ?  I  do  not  lay,  Whe- 
ther He  meant  to  Abdicate  it  ?  That  is  not  the  Que- 
ftion  :  But,  whatever  be  meant,  Whether  it  was  not 
really  fo  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law  ?  And  whether  Thofe 
of  the  Convention  who  declared  it  fo  to  be,  had  not 
good  Grounds  for  fuch  their  Opinion,  and  Refolu- 
tion  } 

Now  this  is  none  of  my  Concern  to  determine  $ 
nor  were  the  People,  at  that  time,  any  more  con- 
cerned in  it.  Their  Reprefentatives,  whole  proper 
Bufinels  it  was,  with  the  Lords ,  determined  the 
Point  for  them :  And  either  fuch  Matters  muft  never 
be  Refolved  at  all,  or  it  mult  be  granted  that  the 

Nation 
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Nation  ought  to  have  been,  as  it  was,  concluded  by 
their  Determination.  But,  if  what  all  Writers  agree 
in,  be  true,  That  a  Prince  may  Abdicate  by  Atlions, 
as  well  as  by  Words  j  nay,  by  Affions  againft  Words  \ 
( for  a  Proteftation  againft  Faff  is  of  no  Force )  I 
would  then  be  glad  to  know,  and  (hall  leave  it  to 
the  Confcience  of  Mankind  to  judge,  Whether  any 
plainer  Evidence  could  have  been  given  by  any  Prince 
of  his  Dereii&ion  of  the  Government,  than  King 
JAMES  did  here  give.  He  disbanded  his  Army  5 
He  burnt  the  Parliament  Writs  which  he  had  lealed 
in  order  to  the  Meeting  of  that  Parliament ,  which 
was  both  to  have  fettled  the  Nation,  and  to  have  le- 
cured  his  Own  Throne :  He  threw  away  the  Great 
Sea/,  the  main  Source  of  all  the  Legal  Admin iftra- 
tion :  He  ran  away  privately  from  his  own  Servants, 
after  he  had  fent  the  ^jteen,  and  her  pretended  Son, 
into  trance :  Being  brought  back  the  firft  time  to  his 
Palace,  he  foon  after  chofe  to  go  to  Rocbefter,  on 
purpofe  that  he  might  the  more  eafily  flip  out  of  the 
Kingdom.  He  foriook  the  Realm,  and  left  no  man- 
ner of  Commijfion  with  any  body,  to  Adminifter  the 
Government  in  his  Name :  And,  if  what  was  then 
commonly  reported,  and  I  believe  truly,  may  be 
added  •,  He  did  all  this  by  the  Advice  of  the  French 
AmbaJJador,  on  purpofe  to  leave  the  Kingdom  in  Con- 
fufion  ♦,  and  with  an  Opinion ,  that  We  (hould  never 
be  able  to  agree  upon  the  Settlement  of  it*,  but 
fhould  be  obliged,  in  a  little  time,  to  fend  for  him 
back,  and  to  Receive  him  again  upon  his  own  Terms. 
This  King  JAMES,  in  Faff,  did:  And  this  all 
Thole  who  have  written  upon  thefe  Subjects,  affirm 
to  amount  to  an  Abdication.  And  it  is  not  denied, 
but  that  an  Abdication  does  certainly  deprive  any 
Prince  of  his  Authority.  So  the  Polanlers  refolved 
—  C  in 
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in  the  Cafe  of  Henry  the  Third  of  France  *  who  up- 
on the  News  of  his  Brother  Charles  the  IXth's  Death, 
running  away  privately  from  Cracow,  in  like  manner 
as  King  J  A  M  ES  did  from  Roche fier,  was  adjudged 
to  have  thereby  Abdicated  the  Royal  Dignity  h  and 
They  accordingly  declared  the  Throne  thereupon  to 
be  Vacant,  and  proceeded  to  fill  it  up,  as  our  Con- 
vent  ion  did. 

Having  faid  thus  much  in  Vindication  of  the  Re- 
volution itfelf\  which,  for  thefe  Reafons,  I  conceive 
to  be  fairly  Juflifiable  \  (I  am  fure  they  mull:  fuffice 
abundantly  to  {hew,  that  Thole  who  afted  upon  theie 
Principles,  as  believing  them  to  be  Right,  ought  not 
to  be  branded  with  the  Odious  Names  of  Rebels  y  and 

Tray  tors-,  of  Perjured  Per fons,  and  the  like.) 

I  now  proceed  ro  Confider  this  Cafe  under  a  lower 
View,  and  to  Suppofe  what  was  done  at  the  Revolu- 
tion to  have  been  D  O  UB  T  F  U  L  ^  I  do  not  mean  as 
to  what  concerns  the  Prince  of  Or  angers  Coming 
hither  to  refcue  this  Nation  from  the  Arbitrary  Go- 
vernment of  King  JAMES,  and  to  demand  Satif- 
faclion  in  what  He  had  himfelf,  by  His  Princefs,  z 
Right  to-,  For  that  I  take  to  have  been  without  doubt 
Lawful.  No  nor  yet  as  to  Thole  who,  as  I  before 
itated  it,  appeared  in  Arms  to  have  Supported  the 
Prince  in  his  juft  Demands,  fiiould  the  King  have 
made  Ufe  of  any  Vnjuftx  and  Illegal,  Force,  to  have 
Oppofed  Him  withal-,  for  that  alfo  I  conceive  to  be 
as  plainly  Lazvful-,  whilft  nothing  was  done  to  De- 
prive the  King  of  his  Crovcn^  or  Legal  Prerogative  $ 
but  merely  to  Reduce  the  Unlawful  Extent  of  it,  to 
the  juft  Bounds  of  our  Laws,  and  Conftitution.  The 
only  Point  in  which  any  Doubt  can  be  fuppoled, 
mud  be  in  what  was  afterwards  done  by  the  Conven- 
tion \  --Whether  King  J  AMES' s  Conduct,  after 

the 
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the  Prince  was  landed,  and  had  entred  upon  a  Treaty 
with  Him  •,  and  it  was  agreed  between  them  to  refer 
all  Matters  to  the  Judgment  of  a  Free  Parliament*, 
in  cutting  off"  all  Poflibility  of  AJJembling  fnch  a  Par- 
liament, in  Disbanding  his  Army,  and  Running  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  without  leaving  Authority  for  any 
one  to  Execute  the  Regal  Power  in  his  Abfence,  did 
amount  to  an  Abdication $  as  the  Lords,  and  Commons  t 
in  their  Convention,  declared  it  to  have  dene-,  So 
that  they  were  at  liberty  to  put  King  WILLIAM, 
and  §>ueen  MAR  T,  into  the  Throne?  Now  fuppo- 
fing  this  to  have  been  DOUBTFUL,  yet  ftill  I  af- 
firm, that  this  being  done  by  Them,  the  People 
were  Obliged  to  acquiefce  in  it  •.  and  to  Submit  to 
the  Perfbns  fo  Recognized  by  that  Convention,  as 
King,  and  ^ueen. 

And  this  brings  the  whole  Matter  in  debate  to  its 
proper  Iffue.  Of  thole  who  either  Came  over  with 
the  Prince,  or  Appeared  in  Arms  on  his  Side  j  Or  even 
Voted ,  as  Members  of  that  Convention,  that  K. 
JAMES\  Flight  was  an  Abdication  -,  and  that  thereby 
the  Throne  was  become  Vacant  -,  and  Decreed  to  fill 
it  with  King  WILL  I  AM  and  Queen  MART,  not 
many  are  livings  and  for  Thofe  that  are,  their  Cafe 
is  particular.  If  they  did  any  thing  Amils,  let 
Them  look  to  it  \  They  are  to  Anfwer  to  God  for 
what  they  did.  All  that  the  Body  of  the  Nation  was 
then  concerned  to  be  fatisfied  in,  was  \  Whether,  be 
the  Revolution,  in  that  reipeft,  Juftihable,  or  not*, 
yet  when  once  the  King  and  §>jieen  were  Proclaim- 
ed by  Order  of  the  Convention,  and  Received  and  Re- 
cognized by  the  Generality  of  the  People-,  were 
Crown  d  with  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm  -,  and 
Invejh'd  with  all  the  other  Regalia  that  any  of  our 
Kings,  or  ^iieens,  have  been  wont  to  be  Confecra- 
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ted,  or  InveJJed  withal  j  It  did  not  from  thenceforth 
become  the'Duty  of  every  Englifh  Subject  to  Submit 
to  them  as  Xing  and  ^ueen  \  and  to  take  the  Oaths 
prefcribed  by  Law,  for  the  better  Aflurance  of  his 
faith,  and  true  Allegiance  to  Them  ? 

Now  This  is  a  ^ueftion  which,  if  Thofe  who 
belt  underftand  our  Laws,  may  be  Judges,  admits 
of  no  Difpute :  Both  our  Common,  and  Statute  Law, 
agreeing  in  this  Point,  as  the  Bafis  and  Foundation 
of  all  our  Legal  Obedience  \  that,  by  the  Xing,  in  all 
our  Laws,  we  are  to  underftand  the  Xing  who  is  in 
Pojfejfion  of  the  Government  %  tho'  at  the  fame  time 
there  fhould  chance  to  be  fome  other  Claimant,  out 
of  Poffcffion,  who,  to  appearance,  had  the  better 
Right  and  Title  to  the  Crown. 

I  might  produce  many  Authorities  in  proof  of 
this  ^  But  they  have  been  fo  fully  Collected  to  my 
Hand,  and  all  the  Exceptions  made  to  them  fb  clear- 
ly anfwered  by  Dr.  Higden  *  ( Himfelf  for  fome 
Years  a  Ncn-  Juror,  till  convinced  by  thole  Autho- 
rities, and  Arguments,  He  afterwards  publilhed:) 
that  1  fliall  chufe  rather  to  refer  my  Reader  to  His 
Difcourfe,  than  enlarge  upon  fo  known  a  Truth.  It 
may  fuffice  to  mention  only  the  Words  of  my  Lord 
Coke  t,  who  had  no  Intereft  to  ferve  by  fuch  an  Ex- 
pofition,  but  that  he  knew  it  to  be  the  true  Law  of 
the  Realm.  P.  7.  Where  Expounding  the  Meaning 
of  Noftre  Seigneur  le  Roy  in  the  Statute  of  the  25th 
Edw.  III.  c.  2.  He  affirms  ||,  "  That  this  Ad:  is  to  be 
"  underfood  of  a  King  in  Pofteihon  of  the  Crown 


*  View  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution. 

f  Infiit.Vm$.  Chap  1. 

||  Sec  View,  p.  81,  £rc.  Chap.  vi. 
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u  and  Kingdom :  for  if  there  be  a  King  Regnant  in 
c-  PoiTeffion,  alihd  He  be  Rex  de  Fa£to  et  non  de 
"  Jure,  yet  is  He  Seigneur  Le  Roy  within  the  Par- 
"  view  of  this  Statute :  And  the  Other  that  has  Right, 
"  and  is  Out  of  Pofleflion,  is  not  within  this  Aft. 
"  Nay,  if  Treaibn  be  committed  againfl  a  King  de 
tt  Fa&o,  et  non  de  Jure,  after  the  King  de  Jure  comes 
"  to  the  Crown,  He  fhall  punifh  the  Treaibn  done 
"  againfl  the  King  de  Fa£to-,  and  a  Pardon  Granted 
"  by  a  King  de  Jure,  that  is  not  alfo  de  Fa&o,  is 
"  Void  -  -  - 

Whatever  doubt  then  there  may  be  concerning  die 
Abdication  of  King  JAMES;  and,  in  confluence 
thereof,  the  forfeiture  of  his  Right  •,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  King  WIL  LI  AM  and  Queen  MART 
were  Proclaimed  King  and  Queen  of  this  Realm  ^ 
Were  Crown  d  as  (uch-,  Were  in  PojJeJJion  of  the 
Government ;  Did  Adminifter  It-,  and  Continued  fb 
to  do  to  their  Lives  End.    And  therefore,  by  the 
Terms  of  our  Law,  and  the  Judgment  given  pur- 
fuant  to  it  for  many  Reigns  paft,  They  were  the 
King  and  Queen  to  whom  our  Allegiance  was  due  j 
and  to  whom  we  were  bound  ( if  required)  to  fwear 
that  Allegiance  ^  Even  tho5  we  fhould  fuppofe  it  to  be 
doubtful  whether  King  JAMES  was  not  unjuftly 
laid  afide,  and  did  not  ftill  Continue  to  have  a  Right 
to  the  Crown. 

How  far  theft  Confederations  did  once  appear  to 
be  Convincing  to  Some  of  Thofe,  who  afterwards 
went  off  to  the  Non-juring  Party,  I  cannot  tell :  But 
in  Juftice  to  Our  Selves,  who  are  now  fo  fcanda- 
louily  afperfed,  as  if  we  had  no  Ground  for  our 
Opinion-,  no  Colour  of  Law,  or  Reafon,  whereby 
to  Support  our  Submijfion  to  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment i  I  muft  hereObferve,  what  many  yet  alive 

know 
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know  to  be  true,  that  feveral  of  Them ,  ( the  very 
Heads  and  Leaders  of  the  Party )  were  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fame  mind  with  Us,  and  Refblved  to 
Submit,  as  We  did,  to  Thofe  whom  the  Providence 
of  God  had  Set  over  Us. 

Dr.  HICKES  was  fully  convinced  of  the  Law- 
fulnels  of  taking  the  Oaths  to  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary.    A  Friend  of  his,  ft  ill  living,  (  who 
can  juftify  the  Truth  of  what  I  am  relating)  was 
with  Him  at  Worcefler,  when  he  refolved  to  take 
Them  ^  And  in  Order  to  his  more  Solemn  taking  of 
Them,  determined  to  Go  to  London,  and  do  it  pub- 
lickly  There.    His  Friend,  fearing  what  afterwards 
came  to  pafs,  would  fain  have  perfuaded  Him  to 
continue  at  Worccfier.    He  fuggefted  to  Him  the 
Danger  of  his  being  Affaulted  by  his  Acquaintance  at 
London,  and  brought  off  from  his  good  Refolution. 
The  Do£tor  was  almoft  angry  with  him :  He  asked 
him  whether  he  thought  him  fuch  a  Child,  as  not 
to  know  when  he  was  fatisfied  of  what  he  had  to  do  5 
Or  not  to  have  Steddinefs  enough  to  aft  according  to 
his  Perfuafion?    Under  this  good  Difpofition  the 
Doftor  went  up  to  London.    His  Friend  met  him 
upon  the  Road ,  and  again  Cautioned  him  of  his 
Danger.    He  was  ftill  fteddy  in  his  Purpole,  and 
declared  himfelf  fully  Convinced  of  his  Duty  to  take 
x\iq  Oaths.    But  alas!  when  he  came  to  Town,  he 
was  better  Enlightned.    He  then  law  that  he  had 
been  miftaken  $  and  from  thenceforth  not  only  refil- 
led to  take  the  Oaths  Himfelf,  but  fet  Himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  Thofe  who  refilled  to  Take  Them. 

Dr.  KEN,  the  late  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
went  yet  farther :   He  had  not  barely  Satisfied  Him- 
felf of  the  Lawfulnefs  of  taking  the  Oaths,  but  had  , 
prepared  a  Treatife  to  convince  his  Friends  of  the 

Lawful- 
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Lawfulnefs  of  taking  of  Them.  With  this  Book  he 
went  firit  to  Winchefter,  to  fettle  the  Minds  of  his 
Acquaintance  there  5  and  from  thence  came  on  as  fir 
as  Lambeth,  with  a  full  Refolution  to  take  the  Oaths 
Openly  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  next  Morning. 

But  fome  of  his  Friends  Heard  of  it,  and  flopped 
him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  River-,  And  from  that 
time  forward  no  One  either  more  ftiffly  Refufed 
them,  or  more  feverely  Cenfured  all  others,  Who 
took  the  Oaths,  than  this  Frelate  was  wont  to  do. 

One  of  Thofe  who  helped  to  work  this  happy 
Change  in  Him,  is  faid  to  have  been  Dr.  JUR  NER, 
the  late  Bidiop  of  Ely.    I  am  unwilling  to  believe' 
what  has  been  confidently  affirmed,  as  to  the  Acci- 
dent that  moved  him  to  change  his  own  Mind: 
Who  when  he  carried  the  Lords  Declaration  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  feemsto  have  had  as  little  Scruple 
about  the  Lawfulnefs  of  the  Revolution,   as  when 
( if  Fame  may  be  allow'd  Sometimes  to  fpeak  Truth) 
He  by  his  Letter  endeavoured  to  Satisfy  the  Princefs 
concerning  it.    What  hand  he  had  in  Inviting  the 
Prince  over,  I  dare  not  fay.    This  is  certain,  and  I 
fhall  leave  it  to  the  Reader  to  make  his  own  Con- 
ftruftion  upon  it,  that  when  the  Dutch  Fleet  was 
blown  back  the  firft  time  it  put  to  Sea,  and  it  was 
doubted  whether  the  Prince  would  come  that  Sea- 
fon,  He  unfurnifhed  Ely-Houfe^  flippd  afide  out  of 
the  way,  and  hid  himlelf  ^  for  what  Realbns  it  is  not 
hard  to  Guefs.    But  indeed  the  Readinefs  which  this 
Prelate  fhew'd  in  the  Convention  to  take  from  King 
James  every  thing  but  the  mere  Name  of  a  King  5 
His  Diftinction  between  a  Right  to  Govern,  which 
He  would  have  left  to  Him,  and  the  Exercife  of  that 
Right ,  which  He  would  have  had  Him  for  ever  di- 
verted of  j  may  fuffice  to  fhew,  that  He  could  not 

have 
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have  much  difapproved  the  Methods  that  had  been 

ufed  to  Reduce  the  Exorbitant  Power  of  that  Prince 

within  fomewhat  more  than  its  Legal  Bounds.    I 

fhall  tranferibe  only  his  concluding  Sentence,  at  the 

Conference  held  between  the  Lords   and  Commons, 

about  the  Abdication :  "  I  hope,  and  am  perfuaded] 

c  that  both  Lords  and  Commons  do  agree  in  this, 

"  Not  to  break  the  Line  of  Succeflion,  fb  as  to' 

"  make  the  Crown  EleSive.    And  if  that  be  Deck- 

"  red,  that  this  Abdication  of  King  James  the  Se- 

"  cond,  reacheth  no  farther  than  Himfelf^  and  that 

"  it  is  to  Continue  in  the  Right  Line  of  Succeflion, 

cc  That  I  hope  will  make  us  All  of  One  mind  in  this 

"  important  Affair. 

Nay  even  that  good  Man,  Dr.  SANCROFT, 
than  whom  no  One  was  more  forward  to  approve  of 
the  Prince's  Undertaking,  and  to promife  his  utmofi 
AJfiJlance  to  promote  his  Generous  Intentions  ^  Who 
ventured  to  Guild-Hall  at  fuch  an  unfeafonable  Time 
of  the  Year,  and  Day,  to  meet  the  Lords  there  -„  and 
wrote  thefirft  Draught  of  their  Declaration  withHis 
Own  Hand  *  was  within  a  very  few  Hours  of  being 
Reconciled  to  King  WILLIAM'S  Government. 
The  Archbifhop  and  Bifhops  were  appointed  to  at> 
tend  that  Prince  at  Twelve  a-Clock,  to  kifs  his  Hand. 
Had  the  King  kept  his  Time,  the  Archbifhop  had 
come  at  the  Head  of  the  Bifhops,  and  pay'd  this  fjrfi 
Inftance  of  His  Homage  to  Him :  And  it  is  more 
than  probable  would  afterward  have  gone  on  to  take 
the  Oaths,  and  have  kept  his  Archbifhoprick.    But 
the  King  was  bufy  *5  He  delayed  the  feeing  of  them 
till  the  Afternoon  •,  and  before  that  time  came  the 
good  Man  Changed  His  Mind  -,  and  could  never  a£ 
towards  be  perfuaded  to  wait  upon  hisMajefty. 

I  might 
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I  might  mention  fome  others  of  a  Lower  Degree, 
that  were  fbmetimes  at  leaft  dubious  Themfelves 
what  to  do,  tho'  afterwards  they  fell  fo  hardly  up- 
on their  Brethren.  But  I  will  End  thefe  Reflexi- 
ons with  the  remarkable  Saying  of  One  who  is 
thought  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with 
moft  of  thefe  Men,  and  to  have  known  their  Minds' 
as  much  as  any  body-,  If  you  will Jecure  Them 
that  the  prefent  Government  fhall  fiand  but  two 
Tears  to  an  End,  I  will  fecure  you  that  they  fhall 
every  One  of  them  take  the  Oaths.  If  this  Gen- 
tleman had  any  good  Reafon  lor  what  he  laid,  We 
then  know  what  was  at  laft  the  prevailing  Motive 
with  Them,  that  kept  Them  from  taking  the  Oaths 
at  the  Time  of  the  Revolution :  And  it  fhould  in- 
cline Us  to  excufe  their  prefent  Severity  againft  Us-7 
confidering  both  how  unadvifedly  they  cheated 
Themfelves  out  of  their  Preferments  then  •,  and 
how  happily  they  have,  by  the  blefTmg  of  God, 
been  difappointed  ever  fince,  in  their  vain  Expecta- 
tions of  Recovering  Them. 

I  fhall  perhaps  be  cenfured  for  reviving  the  me- 
mory of  what  thefe  Great  Men  of  the  Separation, 
Themfelves  heretofore  both  Thought,  and  Did,  with 
relation  to  this  Matter.  But  when  we  hear  of  no- 
thing lefs  than  Perjury  and  Rebellion^  laid  to  our 
Charge,  and  are  reprefented  to  the  World  as  a  par- 
cel of  Self  condemned  Tray  tor  sy  not  fit  for  Human 
Society  here,  and  referved  for  Eternal  Damnation 
hereafter*,  'tis  time  to  put  thefe  bold  Railers  in 
mind  that  their  Own  Chief  Leaders  were  once  as 
fully  Refolved  to  take  the  Oaths  as  Our  Selves }  and 
that  'tis  much  to  be  feared,  they  had  fome  other 
Motives  than  that  of  Confcience,  to  hinder  their  ta- 
king Them. 

D  But 
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But  that  nothing  may  he  wanting  to  convince  all 
i eafbnabie  Peribns  of  the  Uncharitable  Boldnefs  of 
thefe  long  difappointed,  and  I  doubt  for  that  Reafon 
the  more  enraged,  Accufers  of  their  Brethren-,  1 
will  now  proceed  to  my  laft  Suppofition  *  and  a  ve- 
ry ftrange  one  I  confefs  it  is,  Viz.  That  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  all  that  was  done  in  bringing  it  about,  was 
utterly  UNLAWFUL*  and  Thofe  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it  Inexcu fable :  Yet  ftill,  I  affirm  that  it 
would  be  our  Duty  to  Submit  to  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment, and  to  take  thole  Oaths  that  are  required 
by  it. 

It  is  now  almoft  thirty  Years  fince  the  Prince 
of  Orange  came  hither,  and  was,  upon  King 
JAME&s  Abdication,  placed  upon  the  Throne. 
By  him,  and  his  Parliament,  divers  Laws  were 
made  to  Settle  the  Succeffion  in  that  Protejiant 
Line  in  which  it  has  now  fo  happily  taken  Place, 
by  his  prefent  Majefty's  coming  to  the  Crown. 
Queen  MA  R  T,  that  molt  Excellent  and  Exempla- 
ry Princefs,  never  to  be  mentioned  without  Ho- 
nour by  any  who  had  the  Happinefs  to  know  her 
Vertues,  fat  between  five  and  fix  Years  upon  the 
Throne*  and  then  died  in  Peace*  and  with  a  full 
Satisfaction  of  Conference  in.  what  fhe  had  done: 
Tho'  no  Child  ever  more  ftruggled  with  Her  own 
Inclinations  than  fhe  did,  ot  would  more  gladly, 
had  fhe  dared,  have  preferred  Her  Duty  to  Her  Fa- 
ther, to  that  which  fhe  ow'd  to  Her  Country,  Her 
Religion  and  Her  God. 

-  King  WILLIAM  Survived  Her  many  Years: 
He  reigned  honourably  thirteen  Years,  and  died 
peaceably  poflefs'd  of  the  Throne  to  which  he  had 
been  called:  And  has  left  a  Name  never  to  be 
4  forgot- 
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forgotten  by  any  that  love  either  the  Liberty  of 
their  Country,  or  the  Purity  of  their  Religion. 

Oueen  ANNE  Succeeded  him  in  his  Crown 
and\ertues:  She  yet  more  firmly  fettled  thePn?- 
teflont  Succeffion:  And  after  a  twelve  Years  Reign, 
the  more  part  of  it  with  the  greateft  Honour  and 
Eileen  nor  only  of  Her  Own  Nation,  but  of  all  Eu- 
rope, went  down  in  the  quiet  Pofleffion  of  the  Throne, 
to  Her  Grave. 

To  Her  Succeeded  His  pre  font  Majefty  5  and  tho 
he  has  met  with  much  Oppofition  from  a  reftlefs 
Party,  never  to  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  lefs  than 
the  Ruin  of  their  Countrey,  as  all  thole  other  Princes 
had  done  before  him  5  yet  ftill  He  Reigns  h  and  fees 
his  Throne  more  firmly  Eftablifhed  by  the  Vain 
Endeavours  of  His  Enemies  to  Overthrow  it :  And 
we  have  now  for  Eight  and  twenty  Tears  been  taught, 
by  many  Wonderful,  I  had  almoft  faid  Miraculous, 
Deliverances,  that  the  Hand  of  God  is  with  Ush 
and  we  truft  will  ftill  continue  to  iupport  that 
Settlement,  which  his  Providence  has  io  wonder, 
fully  Eftablifhed  among  Us. 

And  here  then  let  me  ask  any  Reafonable  Ferlon  : 
Has  God  the  fame  Power  now,  that  He  heretofore 
afferted  to  Himfelf,  in  many  places  of  the  Holy 
Scripture,  to  make  Uie  of  the  wicked  Devices  of 
Men  to  bring  about  his  Own  wife  and  good  Purpo- 
fes>'lshisArm  fhortned*  Or  is  his  Authority  lef- 
fen  d  3  that  he  either  Cannot,  or  Ought  not,  if  He 
fees  fitting  to  Transfer  a  Kingdom  from  One  Per- 
fon  or  Emily,  to  Another?  To  deny  this  were  the 
worft  of  Blaiphemy  :  To  Own  it,  is  to  give  up  the 
Caufe  in  hand.  For,  upon  this  fuppohnon,  (the 
hardeft  that  can  be  put,  and  which,  but  for 
Argument  fake,  ought  never  to  be  allowed,  with 

to  D  2  refpecl; 


2  8      A  Vindication  of  the  Fvealm3 

refpeft  to  the  Revolution  •,)  Let  me  once  more  ask  * 
What  if  God  for  the  Accomplifhment  of  his  own 
purpofes  •,  To  preferve  the  Reformed  Religion  from 
Ruin,  Or,  it  may  be,  to  avenge. the  wicked  Apojiacy 
of  the  Sons  of  fuch  an  Excellent  Father  from  it  •, 
thought  good  to  fufTer  King  JAMES  to  give  fuch 
a  juft  provocation  as  He  did,  not  only  to  his  Own 
Teople,  but  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  to  His  Al- 
lies, abroad^  as  to  move  the  One  to  Undertake, 
the  Other  to  Support,  the  Expedition  of  that  Trine e 
againft  Him?  What  if,  for  the  fame  Reafons,  He 
fuffered  that  Enterprize  to  profper  in  his  Hands  ? 
And  to  fecure  this  Church,  and  Nation  from  Ropery 
fbr  ever,  was  plealed  to  tranilate  the  Kingdom  from 
the  Fopijh,  to  the  R  rot  eft  ant  Branches  of  the 
STUARVs  Family?  Have  we  now  any  other  way 
left  us,  whereby  to  know  what  the  Will  of  God  in 
fuch  Cafes  is,  but  by  the  Event  ?  Can  thefe  Cenfo- 
rious  Difputers  tell  Us,  How  any  People  may  be 
able  more  certainly  to  difcover  the  defigns  of  His 
Providence,  than  by  Obferving  the  wondrous  Steps 
of  it  in  fuch  Extraordinary  Revolutions  ?  What  Oc- 
cafioned  them  ?  How  they  were  brought  about  > 
How  often,  and  fignally,  they  have  been  Own'd, 
and  Preferved,  by  his  Hand,  and  his  Power?  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  He  who  has  duly  confidered 
thefe  things,  for  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time  as  is  now 
paft  fince  the  Revolution  \  and  yet  ftill  continues  to 
Oppofe,  and  fpeak  Evil,  of  an  Eftablifhment  which 
God  himfelf  has  appeared  almoft  as  plainly  to  ap- 
prove of,  as  if  he  had  fent  an  Angel  from  Heaven 
to  allure  us  of  it^  Ought  to  fear  left  by  fiich  an 
Obftinate,  Unrelenting,  Oppofition  of  what  God 
has  done,  He  be  found  even  to  fight  againft  God^ 
and  to  endeavour  (vainly  indeed,  but  yet  neveithe- 

lefs 
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lefs  wickedly )  to  full  Him  down  Whom  God  has 
Exalted,  and  we  truft  will  continue  to  Support 
in  the  Honour  and  Power,  to  which  he  has  Exalted 
Him. 

Hence  it  is,  that  all  Thofe  who  have  written  of 
thefe  Matters,  have  I  think  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that  though  a  Government  be  fet  up  by  Sin  and 
Rebellion,  yet  if  once  God  fo  far  declares  Himfelf 
for  it,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  thoroughly  Settled,  it  is 
from  henceforth  our  Duty  to  Submit  to  it^  And 
even  Rebellion  in  thole  who  (hall  go  about  to  Op- 
pofe  it. 

We  have  lately  had  one  of  the  Canons  of  our 
Church  Objected  to  Us,  to  prove  all  fuch  as  Obey 
the  prefent  Government,  to  be  ipfo  Yatlo  Excom- 
municated.   Thofe  Canons  were  made  in  the  Year 
1 604.     Now  the  very  fame  Convocation  was  within 
Two  Years  after  employed  to  draw  up  another 
Book  of  DoBrine,    and  Canons   upon  it,   for  the 
ftronger  Support  of  Civil  Government :   I  hope  it 
will  not  be  doubted,  but  that  thofe  Perlbns  muft 
have  known   their  Own  Meaning,    in  the  Canons 
which  Themfelves  had    framed    io  very  little  a 
While  before.    Let  us  hear  therefore   how  they 
fpeak   in   the  prefent  Cafe,    which  is  truly  our 
Own  5    as  it  Hands  in  the  Copy  of  thofe  Canons 
publifrfd  by  their   Own    Archbifhop  Sancroft  in 
1689  ^  foon  after  the  Revolution.    "  When  having 
u  attain  d  the  Ungodly  Dejires  (  Whether  Ambitious 
Kings,  by  bringing  any  Country  into  Subjection  \  or 
Difloyal  Subjects,    by    their    Rebellious    Rifing 
ic  againji    their    Natural  Sovereigns)    They  have 
,c  Eftabli/h'd  any  of  the  /aid  degenerate  Forms  of 
"  Government  among fl  their  People-,  the  Authority 
"  either  fo  unjuftly  Gotten,   or  wrung  by  force 

from 
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"  from  the  True  and  Lawful  PofTeiTor,  being  always 

God's  Authority  {and.  therefore  receiving  no  Im- 

"  peachment  by  the  Wickednefs  of  Tbofe  that  have 

"  it)  is  ever  {When  any  fuch  Alterations  are  tho- 

"  roughly  fettled)  to  be  Reverenced  and  Obeyed  ^ 

"  And   the  People   of  all    Sorts   (as  well   of  the 

a  Clergy,   cut  of  the  Laity )  are  to  be  fubje£t  unto 

it,   not  only  for   Fear,    but  alfo  for  Confcience 

>  •  fake"     This  is  their  Dotlrine ;   and  upon   this 

Foundation  they  Decree  purfuant  to  it  Can.  XXVIII. 

That,    "  If  any  Man  Jhall  affirm,    that  when  any 

"  fuch  new  Forms  of  Government   begun    by  Re- 

"  hellion,    are  after  thoroughly  fettled,    the  Au- 

"  thority   in  Them  is   not  of  God  \    Or  that   any 

who  live   within  the   Territories  of  fuch  New 

Governments,    are  not    bound    to    be    Subject 

to  God's   Authority,    which  is  there   executed,, 

"  but    may    Rebel    againlt    the    fame,     He    doth 

"  greatly  Err. 

Such  was  the  Opinion  of  that  Synod;  and  by  this 
we  may  now  clearly  lee,  who  the  Princes,   in  their 
Opinion,   were,   whole  Supremacy  they  afferted  in 
their  firfl  Canon,  of  1604-,  and  The  Impugners  of 
whofe  Authority,  they  declared  to  be  ipfo  fa&o  Ex- 
communicated, in  the  fecond:  Namely  Thofe  whole 
Power,    Howfoever  acquired,   though  by   Rebellion 
againft  the  True  and  Lawful  Pojfeffor,   is  yet,  by 
God's  Permiflion,  thoroughly  fettled;   The  Aittho- 
rity,  even  of  fuch  Princes,  being,  in  their  Account, 
God's  Authority;  not  Impeached  by  the  Wickednefs 
of  Thoje  that  have  it ;   but  to  be,  Reverenced,  and 
Obeyd  of  all,  as  weR  Clergy,   as  Laity,  for  Confci- 
ence Sake. 
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It  may  admit  of  Lme  Queftion,  whether  fuch 
an  Ufurped  Vomer  ought  not  to  be  elteemed  tho- 
roughly fettled,    as  foon   as,  by  God's  PermifTion, 
the^Ufurper  has  fo  far  prevail 'd,    as  to  be  pub- 
lickly  fubmitted  to   by .  the  Body   of   the   People*, 
and  folemnly  Invejled  with  the  Supreme  Authority 
after  the  manner  either  by  Law  Eftabliftf  d,  or  by 
Cuftom  Ufed  in   every  Country.    So  that  when 
once  an  Ufurper  is  Crown  d  King,  and  Recognized 
for  fuch  by  any  Nation,   He  is  from  thencefortjv . 
to  be  looked  upon   as    that  King  to  whom  the 
Allegiance    of  All  the  People  of  that  Nation  is 
due.    This  I  am  fure  is  what  Our  Laws  deter- 
mine ^   and  we  ought  therefore  to  iuppofe   that 
when  Our  B{fhops  and  Clergy  (peak  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  an  Ufurped  Power ,   They  intended  to  be 
underltood,    according    to   the  Senfe    and  Tenor 
of  thole  Laws.    But  not   to   infift  upon  fuch  an 
Expofition  of  a  Settlement,    which  however  Rea- 
fbnable,    may    wich   fomewhat    more  Colour    be 
denied :   If  a  PoJJejJion  of  near  Thirty  Tears,   not- 
withftanding  all  the  Endeavours  both  of  Friends 
within,  and  Afliftance  from  abroad  to  difturb  it: 
If  an  Authoricy  Enjoy 'd,   and  Exercifed,  by  Three 
Succefftve  Princes  in.  the  Throne,   Governing  our 
Nation,   as  its  Sovereigns,    and  fubmitted  to  by 
it   as  fuchj   Recognized    by    All   the   Princes  of 
Europe-,  and  by  the  moft  Solemn  Treaties  agreed 
to  be   Supported  by  Them ;    be  not  fufficient  to 
befpeak  the  Royalty  acquired  by  King  WILLI  A  M 
at  the  Revolution,   and  from  Him  defending  to 
Our  prefent  Sovereign  King  GEORGE  to  be 
a  Thorough  Settlement ;    I  believe  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  for  the  Wit  of  Man  to  conceive  what  can 
make  fuch  a  Settlement-,   Or  when  we  may  be 

allowed 
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allowed  to  fay  of  any  Government,  that  it  is  tho- 
roughly Settled. 

But  there  is  a  great  deal  more  than  this  to  be 
offered  in  our  Cafe^  though  this  alone  were 
enough,  to  prove  the  King  now  in  Poffejfion  to 
have  a  Right  to  our  Allegiance,  even  though  the 
Revolution  fhould  be  allowed  to  have  been  as 
wicked,  and  deteftable,  as  Malice  it  felf  can  Re- 
prefent  it.  For  His  Right  is  Settled  not  only  by 
a  long,  Efiablifhed  Poffeffion,  but  by  many  Alls  of 
Parliament,  made  both  under  King  WILLIAM, 
and  Queen  ANNE:  By  that  Authority,  which 
being  the  Supreme  LegiJJative  Authority,  has  an 
undoubted  Power  to  Eftablifh  fuch  a  Settlement; 
and  is  by  our  Laws  exprefly  declared  to  have  it  \ 
In  a  Word,  by  fuch  an  Authority  as  no  Subject  may 
deny  under  a  very  Grievous  Penalty,  to  have  a 
Right  and  Power  to  do  it. 

Nor  is  it  any  Exception  againft  thefe  Affs  of 
Parliament,   that  They  were  made   by  Kings  in 
Poffeffion  only  ^   not  acknowledged  by  Thole  with 
whom  we  are  now  difputing,  to  have  been  Right- 
fully fuch.    For  of  this  kind  are  a  very  great  part 
of  all  thofe  Statutes  which  our  Forefathers  have 
neverthelefs  retained  in  their  publick  Records,  and 
our  Judges  (even  thole  of  Kings  de  Jure)  Re- 
ceived, and  Allowed,  as  the  unqueftionable  Laws 
of  the  Realm.    And  to  the  Learned  in  our  Law  I 
appeal,  whether  it  has  ever  been  admitted  in  any 
of  our  Courts,  as  a  juft  Exception  againft  thefe 
Ails  of  Parliaments,    that  the  King   who  PafTed 
them,    and    by   whole   Parliaments    they     were 
made,   was  only  a  King  in  Faff  •,  and  that  there- 
fore fuch  Statutes  were  not  to  be  efteemed  of  any 
Force. 

What- 
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Whatever  then  becomes  of  the  Revolution  ,  if 
a  full  and  lafting  Roffejfion  of  the  Throne  gives  the 
Pojfeffor  a  Legal  Right  to  the  Peoples  Obedience  , 
(as  all  our  Lawyers  agree  that  it  does  :)  If  a  Go- 
vernment, however  begun,  when  once  it  is  tho- 
roughly fettled,  mud  be  accounted  to  have  Gods 
Authority,  and  be  fubmitted  to  not  only  for  Wrath, 
but  alfo  for  Conference  fake  ^  as  our  Biftwps  and 
Clergy,  in  their  Synods,  have  defined  that  it  is,  and 
ought  to  be:  If,  laftlv,  the  prefent  Government, 
has  not  only  fuch  a  Settlement  in  Fall,  buu  by  the 
Laws,  and  Statutes  of  our  Realm,  made  in  Limi* 
tat  ion  of  the  Succejfion  to  the  prefent  Royal  Family, 
is  alio  intituled  to  a  Legal  and  Rightful  Enjoy-' 
ment  of  the  Crown  of  this  Realm  •,  it  mull  remain 
that  it  is  the  Peoples  Duty  to  acknowledge  the 
Authority  of  it -,  and  heartily  to  Obey  a  Prince,  who, 
upon  lb  many  Accounts,  has  a  clear  and  undoubted 
Right  to  their  Allegiance, 

And  if  it  be  Our  Duty  to  be  Subject  to,  and 
Obey  the  King  in  Poffejfion,  it  will  from  thence 
follow  that  it  is  not  Our  Duty  to  Obey  any  Other \ 
(whoever  he  be)  that  is  Out  of  Poffejfion.  For  Our 
Allegiance  can  be  due  but  to  One  of  Them :  And 
therefore  if  it  be  due  to  Him  who  is  upon  the 
Throne,  it  cannot  be  due  to  Him  who  is  not,  but 
only  fets  up  an  uncertain  Claim  to  it.  Nay  more  \ 
If  our  Allegiance  be  due  to  King  GEORGE, 
We  are  lb  far  from  Owning  any  Allegiance  to  the 
PRETENDER,  that  ic  is  Our  Duty  to  with- 
ftand  Him,  not  only  in  his  Claim  of  the  Crown, 
but  in  whatloever  Attempts  he  fhall  make  Againft 
Our  prefent  King,  towards  the  Obtaining  of  it. 
For  Allegiance  muft  imply,  at  the  leaft,  a  Legal 
Obedience:  And  to  whomfoever  we  Owe  the  One, 

E  We 
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We  are  in  Conference  bound  .to  pay  the  Other. 
If  therefore  the  Law  requires  Us,  as  moll  certainly 
it  does,  to  maintain  and  defend  the  King  in  Pof- 
fejfion  againft  All  his  Enemies  ♦,  it  mutt  needs  be  our 
Duty  to  do  it  againft  Him  who  is  the  Chief  Enemy 
of  all  *  if  ever  He  (hall  endeavour  to  Deprive  Him  of 
his  Royal  Crown  and  Dignity. 

In  fhort  ^  If  after  a  full,  and  thorough  Settlement , 
the  Divine  Authority  to  Rule  and  Govern  any  People, 
be  in  Him  who  has  got  fuch  a  Settlement  5  then  it 
will  follow,  laftly,  that  He  who  has  fo  long  been 
Out  ofPoffejfion,  has  no  Right  at  all  to  the  fame  Go- 
vernment. Legal  Authority  'tis  plain  He  has  none 
That  is  on  the  fide  of  Him  who  is  the  Legal  Sove- 
reign. And  if  there  be  any  fuch  Thing  as  the  Au- 
thority of  God,  Separate  from  that  of  Men,  in  this 
Cafe  (as  I  think  there  is  not,)  Our  Bifhops  and 
Clergy  have  exprefly  declared  that  the  PojfeJJor  is  in- 
vefted  with  That  alio.  And  what  Authority  He  can 
have,  who  has  neither  any  from  God,  nor  Man,  I 
fhall  leave  to  the  Friends  of  the  Pretender  to  con- 
fider. 

I  may  now  prefume  to  hope,  that  I  have  luffici- 
entiy  Vindicated  both  my  Self,  and  my  Country- 
Men,  from  the  fir  ft  fevere  Charge,  that  has  been  fb 
unjuftly  brought  upon  Us ;  that  of  Perjury  and  Re- 
bellion. A  great  part  of  the  prefent  Generation 
were  fcarcely  Born  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  : 
Others  were  much  too  young  to  have  had  any  hand 
in  it.  Thele  therefore  neither  Rebelled  againft  King 
J  A  M  ES,  nor  broke  any  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to 
Him,  having  indeed  never  taken  any  fuch  Oaths  ^ 
nor  ever  been  Obliged  to  take  Them.  They  fet  out 
Into  the  World  under  the  prefent  Eftablifhment  ^ 
and,   as  our  Laws  required  Them  to  pay  their 

Allegi- 
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Allegiance  to  the  King,  whom  They  found  in  Pof- 
fejfion  of  the  Crown,  fo  were  They,  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  Obliged  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to 
Him.  And  tor  thole  Few,  in  Companion  of  all 
the  Reft,  who  not  only  lived  at  the  Time  of  the 
Revolution,  but  had  a  Share  in  it,  ( though  that  be 
no  part  of  my  prefent  Concern )  Give  me  leave 
once  more  to  fay,  That  if  King  J  A  MES  truly 
Invaded,  againft  Law,  the  Rights  of  His  People  $ 
If  he  Endeavoured,  contrary  to  the  fundamental l  Con- 
ftituticn  of  our  Limited  Monarchy,  and  in  dire£l 
Oppofition  to  his  Own  Oath,  (  upon  which  the  Oaths 
of  Allegiance  made  to  Him  by  the  People  were 
rounded)  to  Govern  Arbitraiily,  not  according  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  but  by  his  Own  Will  and 
Pkafurc;  as  I  have  before  (hewn,  and  it  is  no- 
torious to  all  the  World,  that  He  did :  Then  it  is 
not  to  be  queftioned  but  that  Every  Subjetf,  and 
much  more  the  whole  Nation,  had  a  Right  to  with- 
ftand  fuch  an  Unjuft  Invafion  of  its  Legal  Eft ablifh- 
ment  \  And  to  Endeavour,  by  Force  of  Arms,  if  it 
could  not  Otherwile  be  done,  to  Oppofe  all  fuch 
as  fhould  Unlawfully  Attempt  to  Subjeft  Them 
to  his  Tyranny,  and  Oppreffion :  And,  by  that 
means,  (if  poffible)  Oblige  the  King  to  return  to 
that  Legal  Form  of  Government  from  which  he 
had  departed.  This  was  all  that  (for  ought  appears) 
Any  of  Thole  who  Role  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  intended ^  and  more  than  ,the  moft  of 
Them  did.  As  for  the  Lords  and  Commons  who 
Voted  the  Abdication  ( for  I  fhall  not  need  to  lay 
any  thing  to  Vindicate  the  Procedure  of  Thole  who 
did  not-,)  I  have  before  profe{Ted,  and  I  fee  no 
Caule  to  retraft  it,  that  if  They  were  fully  per- 
fwaded  that  the  Departure  of  King  J  A  MES  in 
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fuch  a  Manner  as  we  are  told  He  left  the  Kingdom  •, 
and  at fuch  a  Time,  (when  the  Grievances  that  had 
been  Complained  of  were  juft  ready  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  Judgment  of  a  free  Parliament;)  and 
with  fucb  a  Defign,  (on  Purpoie  to  avoid  the  Re- 
drefs  of  them  )  did  in  its  Nature  amount  to  a  Dere- 
litlion  of  the  Government ;  (And  it  mult  be  allowed 
by  Thole  who  are  the  moft  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
that  Unfortunate  Prince,  to  be  at  lealt  a  very  doubt- 
ful Cafe ,  whether  it  did  not : )  They  could  not 
have  been  trufe  to  the  Truft  Committed  to  Them,  if 
they  had  not  Voted.,  and  ABed,  as  they  did.  So 
that  here  we  mult  leave  Them  to  the  VerdicT:  of 
their  own  Confciences,  and  the  future  Judgment  of 
Gods  who  will  judge  right  eoufy,  and  render  to  Them 
according  to  their  Deeds.  In  the  mean  time,  in  a 
matter  of  fuch  a  Nature,  in  which  it  is  not  eafy  for 
the  Wiieft  Man  alive  to  Determine  on  either  fide 5  I 
am  fure  Charity  will  Oblige  Us  to  Believe  and 
Hope  the  beft^  and  not  fuller  us  rafhly,  and  at  all 
Adventures,  to  Condemn  Thole,  whom  perhaps, 
when  we  (hall  ftand  together  in  Judgment ,  He  who 
fearches  the  Hearts  of  Men,  will  finally  Acquit. 

I  come  now  to  the  other  Charge  that  is  laid  againft 
Us,  Conlequent  upon  the  foregoing ,  and  fuch  as  I 
apprehend  mull  fall  with  it  ^  I  mean  that  of 
SCHISM,  upon  the  account  of  our  Communicating 
with  thole  Bifhops  and  Presbyters,  who  were  either 
put  into  the  Places  of  fuch  as  had  been  turnd  out 
for  not  taking  the  Oaths  ^  or  had  Confecratei  the 
One,  and  Inftituted  the  Others  to  Succeed  Them  in 
their  Diocefes  and  Parifhes.  And  here  3gain  it  will 
be  necefiary  to  State  the  Cafe  aright,  that  fb  we  may 
be  the  better  able  to  judge  aright  of  it. 

The 
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The  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm  being  let,  as 
we  have  feen,    upon  the  Sacred  Heads  of  King 
WILLIAM,  and  Queen  MARTh  it  could  not 
be  expected  but  that  Many  would  be  Offended  at  ir. 
Some  loft  their  Hopes  5  Others  their  Places  by  it. 
Some  had  Perfonal  Engagements  to  King  JAMES  h 
Others  had  Acted  too  far  with  Him ,  to  be  willing 
to  undergo  an  Examination  of  what  they  had  done. 
The  whole  Body  of  the  Papijls  were  fallen  from  their 
Expectation  of  feeing  their  Religion  again  Reftored 
in  this  Kingdom  *  and  all  Thele  had  their  feveral 
Friends,  whom  ftho'  not  concerned  upon  any  fuch 
Account,  yet)  They  found  means  Artificially  to 
draw  into  the  fame  Refentments  with  Themielves. 
Many  were  willing  to  fee  things  better  Settled,  be- 
fore they  Engaged  too  far  in  a  New  Intereft.     They 
knew  that  the  King  of  FRANCE  was  Refblved  to 
hazard  all,  for  the  Reitoring  of  the  Ejected  Prince  : 
And  they  could  not  tell  how  far  fuch  a  Powerful 
Afiiftance  from    abroad,    joining  with  the  many 
Friends  they  were  like  to  meet  with  among  Our 
Selves,  might,  in  a  few  Months,  put  an  End  to  the 
New  Efiablijhment  j  and  bring  back  King  J  A  M  ES 
with  an  Arbitrary,  and  Uncontroulable  Power,  to 
wreak  his  Revenge  upon  all  that  had  Oppofed  Him, 
However  it  were,  by  fbme,  or  all  thefe  Means-,  and 
perhaps  a  little  of  Conlcience  too  in  Thofe  who  had 
long  been  intoxicated  with  the  Slavifh  Notions  of 
Abfolute  Power,  Indefeaftble  Right,  and  Unlimited 
Obedience  \  ( things  as  Itreconcileable  with  Our  Eng- 
Jijh  Cunfl'iwt'wn,  as  Light  is  with  Darknefs)  Many 
began  to  Scruple  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  thoD  framed 
in  thefbfteft,  and  moft  Gentle  Terms,  that  ever  any 
Oath  of  that  kind  had  been.    The  Government  was 
fenfible  of  this  5  and  therefore  took  the  mildeft  Me- 
thod 
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thod  that  could  have  been  thought  on,  to  make  Every 
body  Eafy.  It  firft  Reduced  the  Oaths  to  luch  a  Form, 
as  might  be  the  leaft  apt  to  raife  Scruples  in  the 
Minds  of  any  truly  Confcientious  Perfons :  And  then 
Allowed  a  CompetentTimefbr  men  to  Examine  their 
Scruples,  if  They  had  any,  againft  it-,  and  to  get  a 
reafonable  Satisfa&ion  of  the  Lawfulne/s  of  taking 
the  New  Oaths  required  of  them. 

Not  to  meddle  with  any  others ,  the  Clergy  were 
indulged  to  the  Laft  of  Augufl ,  1689,  (about  fix 
Months)  for  the  taking  of  thefe  Oaths.  If  they  Re- 
fufed  them  then,  They  were  only  to  be  fufperided 
from  the  Execution  of  their  Office,  by  the  Space  of 
another  fix  Months :  At  which  Time,  if  they  ftill 
continued  to  Refute  them,  They  were  to  be  ipfo  Fatfo 
Deprived  of  whatever  Benefices,  Dignities,  or  Pro- 
motions Ecclefiaftical,  They  Enjoyed.  This  was  the 
Law  •,  and  the  ErTeO:  was,  that  a  few  of  the  Bifhops, 
and  fbme  of  the  Other  Clergy,  perfifting  in  their  Re- 
fufal  to  take  the  Oaths  prelcribed,  fell  under  the  Cen- 
liire  of  the  Law  -,  and  were,  by  vertue  of  it,  De- 
prived of  their  refpeftive  Preferments.  In  the  Room 
of  Thole  who  thus  loft  their  Places  in  the  Church, 
Other  Orthodox  Bifhops  and  Clergymen  were  iubfti- 
tuted  by  Thofe,  who  had  the  Right  of  bellowing  of 
Them  .*  And  the  Crime  Objefted  to  Us,  is,  That 
fbme  were  put  into  the  Places  of  Thofe  who  were 
Deprived  •,  Others  Communicated  with  Thofe  who 
were  lb  put  in,  and  by  this  means  All,  both  Clergy 
and  People,  who  took  the  Oaths  to  the  Government, 
became  finally  involved  in  the  Guilt  of  Schifm. 

Now  of  Thofe  who  make  this  Exception  againft 
Us,  I  would  crave  leave  to  ask  ^ 
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Ift  Whether  to  Require  the  Bijhops,  and  Clergy  of 
this  Church,   to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy  •,  and  to  inflict  fuch  Penalties  upon  them 
as  the  King  and  his  Parliament  (hould  think  proper 
in  Cafe  of  a  Refufal,  were  any  new  Thing  purpofely 
invented  upon  this  Occafion :  Or  whether  our  Go- 
vernment had  not  often  done  the  very  fame  before  ? 
To  fay  nothing  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  Eftablifhed 
bv  King  JAMES  the  Ift,  and  from  thenceforth  con- 
tinued to  be  impofed  upon  all  the  Clergy  of  the  Realm : 
The  Oath  of  Supremacy  was  not  only  Enjoin'd  by 
Queen  *  ELIZABETH  to  be  taken  by  all  "  Archbi- 
"(hops,  Bijhops,   and  All  and  Every  other  Eccleft- 
«  aftical  Per  Jon:  But   it  was   moreover   Ena&ed, 
"  that  if  any  fuch  Archbifhop,  Bifhop,  or  Other  Ec- 
"  clefiaftical  Minifter,  fbould  peremptorily,  or  obfti- 
"  nately  Refufe  to  take,  or  receive  the  [aid  Oath, 
"  then  the  Perfonfo  Refufing,  fhould  forfeit  and  lofe 
"  all  and  every  Ecclefiaftical  and  Spiritual  Promo- 
"  tion  and  Office,  which  he  had  at  the  time  of  fuch 
«  Refufal  made  •,  and  that  the  whole  Title,  Interefl, 
"  and  Incumbency,  in  every  fuch  Promotion  and 
"  Benefice,  fhould  clearly  ceale  and  be  void,  as  tho 
u  the  Party  fo  Pefufing  were  dead  5\    By  vertue 
of  this  Claufe,  as  foon  as  the  Parliament  was  rifen, 
the  Oath  here  Eftabliflfd  was  tender'd  to  feveral  of 
the  Bijhops  and  Clergy.    Upon  their  Refufal  to  take 
it  many  of  them  were  committed  to  Prifon,  and 
iome  kept  a  long  time  under  Confinement.    The 
Reft  were  generally  Deprived  as  the  Aft  prefcribed^ 
and  new  Ones  put  into  their  Places.    And  notwith- 
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ftanding  all  this,  we  do  not  hear  of  any  Prote- 
ffants  thar  took  any  Exception  againlt  it ;  or  Com- 
plained that  thok  Bijhops  mi  Presbyters,  were  un- 
duly Deprived  by  a  Lay-Authority,  and  that  Thole 
therefore  who  came  into  their  Places,  were  to  be 
accounted  Schifmatical  Intruders,  as  is  now  very  un- 

reNorabwas°this  a  praaife  firft  begun  bv  Queen 
ELIZA  B  ETH  The  Statutes  of  King  MM  2 
theVIIIth  even  in  the  times  of  Popery,  will  aftord 
us  feveral'lnftances  of  the  like  Parliamentary  Depn- 

Vat,To%2Ss  by  the  Statute  againft  Pluralities,  21 
HENRY VIIIth,  which  determined,  rhat  if  any  one 
having  a  Living  above  the  value  of  eight  pounds  per 
Annum  in  the  Kings  Books,  Should  take  another  mb- 
out  a  Difpenfation,  ttejirft  Living  flrould  thereby 
become  ifo  faQo  void:  By  the  26";  of  that  King 
cap  7  The  very  not  paying  of  Tenths  as  that  Ait 
prefcribed  was  made  a  Ground  of  Deprivation  ;  and 
ihe  Perfon  fo  refufing  to  pay  them  as  was  here  re- 
quired, was  to  be  ipfofaH  D/frtv  d^aAj  ofthe 
Eecle/iaflical  Benefice  for  which  He  Jhould  have  paid 
them,  but  of  all  other  the  Dignities,  and  Promotions 
that  He  enjoyd.  , 

The  Rigour  of  this  Statute  was  thougot  good  to 
bemodSedbyKing  EDWARD  the  VI-  but 
the  Forfeiture  was  ftill  continued  as  to  the  Benefice 
for  which  the  Tenth  wot  to  have  been  paid:  And 
the  Incumbent  not  paying  his  Tenths  was  to  be  ipfo 
faQo  Deprived  of  That,  and  only  lecured  as  to  any 
other  of  his  Preferments,  for  which  he  had  made 
no  Default.    2  Edward  6.  c.  20. 

The  Common-Prayer-Book  having  been  compiled 
by  publick  Authority,  it  was  in  the  fame  Seffm  o 
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parliament  Enacted,  that  every  Minijler  fhould  ufe 
that,  and  no  other  form  of  Divine  Service,  under 
the  Penalty  of  being  Deprived  ipfo  fifto,  for  the 
fecond  Offence,  whether  of  Refufing  to  ufe  it,  or  of 
Preaching,  or  Speaking,  any  Thing  in  Derogation  of 
it.  2  Edw.  VI.  c.  1.  This  fame  Caution,  and  Penal- 
ty, was  afterwards  extended  to  the  fecond  Book  fet 
forth  by  that  Prince,  5  Edw.  VI.  c.  1.  And  rein- 
fbrc'd  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  in  like  manner 
Enacled,  That  it  fhould  be  Deprivation  ipfo  fifto, 
upon  the  fecond  Conviftion,  for  any  Clergyman  to  re- 
fufe  to  ufe  the  Common  Prayers  according  to  the  Book 
fet  out  by  Her  Authority  \  or  to  ufe  any  Other,  or 
to  Preach,  Declare,  or  Speak  any  thing  ,  in  Dero- 
gation or  Depraving  of  the  faid  Book.  1  Eliz.  c.  2. 

By  the  13th  of  the  fame  ^jteen,  feveral  other 
Neglects,  and  Defaults,  in  the  Matters  therein 
Eftabliftfd,  as.  Of  Subfcribing  the  Thirty-nine  Arti- 
cles ;  of  Reading  them  in  the  Church,  and  Declaring 
an  Affent  to  them  \  Of  being  admitted  to  Minifter 
the  Sacraments  within  a  Tear  after  InduUion  into  a 
Benefice,  if  not  admitted  before  •,  were  to  be  Pu- 
nifhed  with  a  Deprivation  ipfo  fi&o. 

Upon  the  Return  of  King  CHARLES  the 
II'1,  by  the  AB  of  Uniformity,  (a  Statute  than 
which  None  hath  been  more  highly  Efteemed  and 
Approved  of,  by  all  the  true  Members  of  the  Church 
of  England)  the  very  fame  Penalty  is  twice  im poled. 
Every  Minifter  that  had  then  any  Benefice,  and  every 
One  who  fhould  from  thenceforth  take  any  Bene- 
fice, was  Obliged  within  a  certain  time  limited  in 
that  Statute,  to  Read  the  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayers,  upon  fome Lords-Day  in  the  Church  which 
he  then  pojfefs  d,  or  fhould  afterwards  be  Promoted 
to  ^  and  to  Declare  his  Affent  and  Confent  to  the 

F  Book 


4 2        A  Vindication  of  the  Realty 

Book  of  Common-Prayer,  and  to  all  and  every 
Thing  contained  in  it,  upon  pain  of  being  ipfo  faclo 
deprived  of  All  his  Ecclefiafticd  Benefices  and  Pro- 
notions,  if  he  either  NegleQed,  or  Refufed  fo  to 
do.  Nay  that  AB  went  yet  farther  :  It  required 
a  Declaration  to  be  made  by  Clergymen  with  relation 
to  Civil  Obedience,  and  to  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant,  under  the  fame  'Penalty  :  And  we  all 
know,  how  many  Mmifters  did  actually  lofe  their 
Benefices  upon  this  Statute  $  and  were  neverthelels 
Ceniured  for  Separating  from  the  Church,  and  let- 
ting up  private  Conventicles,  as  is  now  in  like  man- 
ner done,  becaufe  They  had  been  Deprived  by  a 
Civil  SanBion  and  Power ,  of  their  Cures  which 
they  enjoyed  in  it. 

It  is  therefore  certain,  that  in  Eftablifhing  thefe 
Oaths,  and  Requiring  the  Clergy  to  Take  them,  un- 
der the  Pain  of  being  Deprived  ipfo  faBo,  if  they 
did  not  3,  the  Government. did  no  New  Thing  :  Such 
Oaths  had  been  Eftablifhed  in  like  manner  before  : 
And  the  Clergy  had  been  required,  on  many  Other 
Occafions,  as  well  as  in  the  Cafe  of  thoie.  Oaths,  to 
comply  with  the  Things  required  of  Them,  under 
the  penalty  of  Loflng  their  Spiritual  Promotions  if 
they  did  not.  Which  being  16  j  Let  me  proceed  a 
little  farther,  and  ask, 

idly  j|  Whether  the  Government  which  firft  Im- 
pofed  thefe  Oaths,  and  has  ever  fince  Continued,  and 
Infbrced,  the  Taking  of  Them,  under  the  pain  of 
Deprivation,  had  not  very  good  Reafon  lb  to  do  ? 
Could  Our  Rulers  either  have  been  fecure  Them- 
felves,  or.  have  provided,  as  they  were  both  in 
Duty,  and  all  good  Policy,  bound  to  do,  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Realm,  if  They  had  not  ?  I  will  be 

bold 
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bold  to  fay,  that  neither  out  of  Conlcience  to  the? 
Duty  towards  God,  nor  of  the  difcharge  of  that 
iruji  which  they  were  under  to  their  People,  any 
Thing  lefs  could  have  been  done  by  Them  in  this 
particular  :  And  I  would  to  God  there  had  not  been 
too  much  Reafon  given  them  fince,  to  have  prompted 
Them  to  Do  a  great  deal  more. 

It  would  be  to  little  purpofe  to  dilTemble,  what 
all  the  Nation  knows  to  be  molt  true,  that  hardly 
any  fort  of  Men  in  the  Kingdom  have  either  ap- 
peared more  obftinately  difafteQed  to  the  Protefiant 
Eftablijhment,   or  have  more   heartily  laboured  to 
Overthrow  it,  than  feveral  among-  the  Clergy  have 
done.   How  many  of  Thofe  who  have  readily  taken 
the  Oaths    to  the  Government,    and  Abjured  both 
the   Title  and  Intereft  of  the  Pretender  $  have  ne- 
verthelefs  fhewn  too  little  Regard  to  all  this,    in 
their  Actions,  and  Conversations  ?    It  is  a  melan- 
choly thing  to  Confider  how  our  very  Pulpits  them- 
felves  have  fometimes  been  made  the  Trumpets  of 
Sedition  |  and  helped  on  thofe  Unhappy  Divifions 
which  have  10  often  brought  Us  to  the  very  brink 
of  Ruin  ♦,  and  from  which  our  Enemies  (till  Matter 
themfelves,  that  They  fhall  yet  be  able  to  Deitroy 
Us.    And  if  fuch  has  been  the  Undutif ul  Conduft 
of  Many  who  have  Own'd  the  Government,  and 
bound  their  Confciences  with  the  molt  Sacred  Obli- 
gations to  Serve  and  Support  it  5   How  much  more 
muft  it  probably  have  fuftered,  had  all  thofe  Bifhops 
and  Clergy  been  Continued  in  their  Places,  who  chofe 
rather  to  lofe  their  Preferments,  than  to  plight  their 
Faith  for  their  quiet  Submiffion  to  it>  Can  it  be  rea- 
ionably  imagined  that  any  Prince,  or  Parliament ^ 
could  have  Tolerated  fuch  Perfbns  to  fit  in  the  Great 
Councils  of  the  Realm  •,  to  Vote  there  in  all  the  Diffi- 
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cult  Affairs  of  State  •,  to  Officiate,  and  Injlrull  the 
"People  in  their  Churches ;  and  to  Condutl  the  Clergy 
in  their  Dhcefes  ^  Who  difclaimed  Their  Authority  ^ 
Declared  Them  to  be  no  better  than  Rebels  and 
Tray  tors  •,  and  accounted  it  their  Duty  to  ftir  up  all 
the  People  againlt  Them,  in  Order  to  the  Pxfioring 
another  Prince,  Whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  their 
Rightful  Sovereign  ? 

Is  there  a  Government  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth, 
fo  weak,  or  foolifh,  as  to  have  endured  fuch  Sub- 
jects, or  rather  fuch  Enemies,  in  places  of  fo  great 
Moment  to  the  publick  Peace,  as  thofe  Ejected  Bi- 
fhops  and  Presbyters  En  joy  'd?  Could  any  thing 
lefs  have  been  done  to  fuch  Men,  than  to  require 
an  Oath  of  fidelity  from  Them  ?  That  they  fhould 
Swear,  That  they  would  be  faithful,  and  bear  true 
Allegiance  to  the  Prince  that  Protected  them  ?  Under 
whole  Government  they  were  fecured  in  the  En- 
joyment of  their  Honours,  and  Eftates,  as  well  as 
of  their  Lives  and  Liberty  ?  Or  was  it  poflible  to 
imagine  a  milder  Penalty  than  was  Impofed  upon 
this  Occafion  >  That  they  fhould  either  in  Six 
Months  time,  fatisfy  their  Scruples,  and  Confider 
what  they  would  Do^  Whether  they  would  be 
Peaceable  and  Obedient,  in  their  feveral  Stations 
in  the  Church  $  and  Guide  their  Flocks  in  the  way  of 
Truth  and  Loyalty,  Or  elfe  Ihould  be  Sufpended 
from  the  Execution  of  their  Offices,  and  not  be  per- 
mitted to  ftir  them  up  to  War,  and  Rebellion. 
And  even  after  That,  fhould  have  Six  Months  more 
allowed  Them  to  Re-eftablifh  themfelves*  Or  if 
they  could  not  in  that  Time  Overcome  their  Doubts, 
and  Relblve  to  live  quietly  in  their  Places,  fhould 
yield  them  up  to  Thofe  who  had  no  fuch  doubts  * 
but  would  give  the  Government  that  Security  for 

their 
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their  good  Behaviour,  which  the  Others  refuted  to 
Do. 

But  it  would  be  an  affront  to  the  Reafbn  of  mart- 
kind,  ferioufly  to  argue  this  matter  any  farther :  And 
I  do  in  my  Conference  believe  that  the  Non-jurors 
Themfelves  would  have  feoff 'd  more,  if  it  had  been 
poflible,  at  the  Government,  than  they  have  done  •, 
and  have  thought  more  meanly  and  contemptibly 
of  it  than  they  do  *  ihould  it  have  (hewn  fuch  a 
Weaknefs,  fuch  a  Want  either  of  Courage,  or  Po- 
licy ^  fuch  a  diftrult  of  its  Own  Strength,  as  to  have 
Born  with  them  •,  and  not  have  Required  the  com- 
mon Security  of  Them,  which  is  given  by  all  other 
Subje&s,  in  all  Countries  and  Kingdoms,  to  their 
refpe&ive  Princes.    And    therefore  taking  it    for 
granted,  what  I  dare  fay  no  body  will  deny  ^  that 
it  was  Reafonable,  or  rather  Necejfary,  for  Our  Go- 
vernment to  have  Required  fuch  Oaths  of  the  Clergy, 
and  that  under  the  pain  of  Deprivation,  if  they 
(hould  continue  Obftinately  to  Refufe  Them  *,  Let 
me  ask  farther  j 

idly,  Was  there  any  thing  Evil,  or  Unrighteous, 
in  fuch  an  EJlablifhmcnt  ?  Was  either  the  Oath  it 
felf,  which  was  impoled,  an  Unlawful  Oath  ?  Or 
the  Penalty  under  which  it  was  Required,  fuch  a 
Penalty  as  the  Government  had  not  as  good  an  Au- 
thority, as  I  (hall  now  take  it  for  Granted,  it  had 
juft  Reafon,  tolnflicl:  upon  theRefufers  of  it? 

For  the  Thing  it  felf  which  was  required  ^  It  was 
to  promife,  upon  Oath,  to  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
Allegiance,  to  the  Supreme  Tower  then  in  being :  To 
thole  Princes  whom  both  Our  Lords,  and  Commons,  in 
iheConvention  firft,  and  then  in  Parliament ,  had  Recog- 
nized,and  Declared  to  be  Out  Lawful  King  and  §>jieen. 
Whom  omBiJhops  had  Solemnly  Cww?  d  with  the  Im- 
perial 
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ferial  Crown  of  this  Realm :  To  whom  all  the  Eftatei 
of  it  had  paid  their  Homage ,  and  Sworn  Allegiance : 
In  whole  Names  the  Government  was  Adminiftred 
in  all  the  parts  of  the  Kingdom  $  under  whofe  ii#/fo- 
ri/#  all  our  Officers,  as  well  Ecclefiaftical,  as  Qui/ and 
Military *;  Acted  in  their  feveral  Places  and  Stations : 
In  a  word,  Whom  our  Laws  (without  Enquiry  into 
their  Titles  \  for  the  Crown  cures  all  Defeats ;)  have 
exprefly  declared  to  be  the  King  and  §>ueen,  to  whom 
Our  Allegiance  was  due. 

Now  what  can  ever  be  lawful  either  for  the  Prince 
to  Require,  Or  the  Subjeft  to  Promife,  if  this  be 
not?  Oaths  of  Allegiance,  in  general,  No  body  pre- 
tends to  be  Unlawful,  either  for  the  Government  to 
Impofe,  Or  for  the  People  to  take.  Obedience  to 
the  Higher  Powers  is  a  thing  both  Lawful  to  be 
Sworn  *y  and  of  Importance  enough  to  be  eftablifhed 
under  fuch  a  Sacred  Tie.  And  to  whom  Our  Alle- 
giance is  due,  to  Him  we  may  fafely  Swear  that  we 
will  pay  it.  God  commands  Us  to  Obey  the  Higher 
Towers  :  The  haw  declares  who  thofe  Higher  Rowers 
are  whom  we  ought  to  Obey.  And  therefore,  in  this 
Cafe,  what  the  Law  of  Man  impofed,  the  Law  of 
God  confirm  d  \  and  Every  good  Subjeft  was  bound 
to  Submit  to  the  Impofition  out  ofConfcience  to  the 
One,  as  well  as  out  of  Fear  of  the  Other. 

But  here  we  fhall  be  told,  that  Thofe  who  Re- 
fufed  to  take  that  Oath,  did  it  becaufe  they  were 
perfuaded  in  their  Confcience,  that  they  Owd  their 
Allegiance  to  another  Prince  ^  and  therefore  could 
not  Swear  without  Sin,  to  Him  who  now  fat  upon 
the  Throne.  Let  us  Grant  it  to  have  been  their  Opi- 
nion ^  and  that  if  they  were  Sincere  in  it,  and  Re- 
fufed  to  take  the  Oaths  Impofed,  becaufe  They  ve- 
rily believed  it  to  be  Unlawful  for  Them  to  take 

them, 
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them,  They  were  Excufable  in  what  they  did,  and 
ought  rather  to  be  pitied  ,  than  blamed,  for  their 
not  taking  of  them.     Yet  ltill  this  will  only  argue 
their  own  Weaknefs,  orObftinacy  ■..  It  will  fhew  that 
They  were  not  Satisfied  of  the  ■Lawfulnefs  of  taking 
thofe  Oaths,  but  will  by  no  means  prove  either  the 
Impofing,  or  Taking  of  Them,  to  have  been  really 
Unlawful.    And  therefore,  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this, 
in  which  a  few  particular  Perfons  had  the  Misfor- 
tune to  differ  in  their  Judgment  from;  the  Supreme 
Authority  of  the  Realm,  and  the  Opinions  of  much 
the  Greater  part  of  it  -J  a  very  little  Charity  might 
have  difpofed  Them,  if  not  to  have  diltrufted  their 
Own  Judgment -,  yet  to  have  thought  favourably  of 
their  Brethren :   At  leaft,  fince  they  had  the  Mif- 
fortune  of  being  under  the  Power  of  fuch  Principles, 
as  would  not  fufter  them  to  do  what  the  Law  .re- 
quired, They  fhould  have  quietly  fubmitted  to  what 
it  inrli&ed  5  and  have  given  up  thofe  Promotions 
which,  as  the  Cafe  ftood  with  Them,  They  could 
not  keep  without  Sin,  but  might  certainly  have  ■  Rea- 
ligned without  the  leaft  Offence  either  to  God  or 
Man. 

If  to  this  it  fhall  be  replied,  that  rtho5  the  Civil 
Government  might  have  juftly  Impofei  fuch  Oaths 
upon  the  Clergy ,  yet  it  ought  to  have  done  it  under 
ibme  Other  Penalty  than  that  of  Deprivation  h  I  have 
before  (hewn,  that  no  Other  Penalty  would  have  an- 
fwered  the  End  of  Impofing  of  Them.  For  fuppor 
fing  the  Nonjurors  to  have  been  ft  ill  left  in  Poffef 
fion  of  their  F  laces  in  parliament  ^  of  their  Autho- 
rity over  their  Clergy  in  their  Several  DioaJ-s  •>  and 
of  the  Direction  of  the  Farijhes  to  which  they  had 
been  admitted-,  it  is  plain  They  would  have  been 
left  in  their  full  Power  of  doing  all  the  Mifchief 

they 
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they  could  to  the  Government  ^  and  have  had  the 
Opportunity  of  Employing  all  the  Intereft,  which 
their  Promotions  afforded  them,  to  the  Overthrow 
of  the  Prince  under  whom  they  lived  •,  and  the  Ser- 
vice of  Him,  who  ( to  the  Ruin  of  our  Liberties 
and  Religion)  was  Endeavouring  to  Recover  that 
Sovereignty  by  Force,  which  his  Fears  and  Guilr 
had  made  Him  Abdicate  and  Defert. 

And  as  for  what  concerns  the  Bifhops  in  particu- 
lar 5  How  could  They  have  poiTibly  Executed  their 
Office,  had  they  been  Continued  in  the  PofTeflion  of 
it  I  Would  they  have  Obey'd  the  Summons  of  One 
whom  They  accounted  an  U  fur  per  •,  and  have  At- 
tended his  Parliaments  ?  Would  they  have  Executed 
His  Writs,  and  Met  together  in  Convocation  upon 
His  Call?  Would  They  have  Miniftred  thofe  Oaths, 
at  Ordination  and  Infiitution,  to  Others,  which  They 
fuppofed  that  They  could  not,  without  Perjury,  have 
taken  Themlelves  ?  How  was  it  poffible  for  Them  to 
have  done  their  Duty,  either  in  the  Church,  the 
Parliament,  or  their  Diocefes,  under  a  Prince  whole 
Authority  they  deny'd  >  Whom  they  could  neither 
Pray  for  in  the  Church,  nor  AH  with  in  the  Parlia- 
ment 5  and  in  whole  Name  they  could  not  have 
Miniftred  the  Neceflary  Oaths  to  Any,  either  at  Or- 
Aimtions  or  Inflitutions,  in  their  Diocefes. 

But  ftill  it  may  be  asked  ^  Had  the  Civil  Magi- 
ftrate  Competent  Authority  to  Deprive  thofe  Bifhops 
and  Clergy,  of  their  Benefices  and  Promotions  f  Was 
it  in  the  Power  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  being 
Laymen,  to  EjeO:  Them  out  of  their  Ecclefiaftical 
Preferments?  I  anlwer,  that  it  was  certainly  Lawful 
for  Them  to  Deprive  Them  of  All  that  they  did  in- 
tend by  that  AH  of  Parliament  to  Deprive  Them.  I 
am  fure?  if  \%  were  not,  both  Our  Bijhops.  and  .'Gbv 
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£>>  muft  have  been  under  a  Grievous  Miftake,  ever 
iince  the  firft  Beginning  of  the  Reformation  •  The 
One  in  prefuming  to  Concur  in  Emitting  what  they 
fliould  have  known  was  not  in  their  Power  to  Or- 
dain: The  Other  in  Submitting  to  what  was  fo  Un- 
juftly  Ordained-,  and  never  making  any  Exception 
againit  it.  For  I  believe  it  will  be  hard  to  give  To 
much  as  one  Single  Inftance,  of  any  Member  of  our 
Church  that  ever  Excepted  againit  thele  Lay-Depri- 
vations (  as  They  are  plealed  to  call  them  )  till  fince 
pafling  of  that  Mr  by  Vertue  whereof  the  late 
Bijhops,  whole  Cafe  we  are  now  debating,  ivere 
Deprived. 

To  make  this  Matter  the  more  evident,  let  it  be 
Confidered  What  thofe  Bijhops  and  Clergymen,  who 
Refufed  the  Oaths,  were,  by  vertue  of  that  Statute, 
Deprived  of  Their  Orders  were  not  touched : 
They  were  (till  left  under  the  fame  Spiritual  Capacity 
of  Exercifing  all  the  Functions  of  Them,  that  They 
had  before.  By  vertue  hereof  the  Bijhops  had  ftill 
the  Right  of  Ordaining  and  Confirming-,  and  both 
They,  and  the  Other  Clergy,  the  Power  of  Preaching 
the  IVordoi'  God,  and  Admimfiring  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments, as  if  they  had  not  been  Deprived  at  all.  But 
the  Bijhops  were  divefted  of  their  Civil  Rights :  They 
loft  their  Title  to  their  Honours  and  Revenues  : 
They  were  (Jebarr'd  from  Sitting^  or  Voting  in  Par- 
liament :  They  were  Reftrained  from  Officiating,  as 
Bijhops  of  fuch  particular  Diocefes-,  or  ftoinMoing 
any  Authoritative  A£l>  within  Them,  This  was  all 
the  Incapacity  which  that  Statute  brought  upon 
Them.  And  the  lame  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Other 
Clergy :  They  were  Deprived,  in  like  manner,  of  the 
Dignities  which  They  Enjoy'd  in  our  Cathedral 
Churches;  and  of  their  Cures  in  their  parochial  Ones, 

G  They 
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They  were  debarred  from  Receiving  the  Profits  An- 
nexed to  Them,  and  from  Exercifing  their  Prieilly 
Offices  in  Them.  As  They  would  not  Swear  Allegi- 
ance to  the  Civil  Government  •,  fb  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment thought  it  not  fitting  to  permit  them  to  per- 
form their  Clerical  ^unttions  in,  or  to  partake  ofthe 
Profits  of  their  Benefices :  But  Refblved  to  Commit 
them  to  fuch  Other  Orthodox  Bifhops  and  Priejls,  as 
were  willing  to  give  them  the  Security  They  requi- 
red of  their  Fidelity  and  Obedience  •,  and  whom  they 
could  better  truft  with  the  weighty  Charge  of  Ru- 
ling their  Clergy,  and  of  Teaching  and  Inftru&ing 
their  People. 

And  now,  What  is  there  in  all  this  that  the  Gvil 
Magistrate  had  not  a  fufficient  Authority  to  Do? 
What  is  there  in  fuch  a  Procedure,  that  is  either  pre- 
judicial to  the  Cbriftian  Church,  or  contrary  to  any 
Part  of  the  Go/pel  of  Chrifi? 

That  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  of  this  Realm  have 
certain  Eflates,  honours,  and  Privileges,  belonging 
to  their  Benefices  and  Promotions,  is  merely  from  the 
Grant,  or  Allowance,  of  the  Civil  Magifirate.  That 
they  are  Bijhops  of  fuch  a  Diocefe,  or  Retfors  of 
fuch  a  Parifh,  is  folely  the  Refult  of  Human  Difpa- 
fition  and  Authority.  The  King  Nominates  the  Per- 
:(bn,  who  is  to  be  made  a  Bijhop  ^  He  Confirms  the 
Eieftion  of  Him  by  the  Clergy,  as  well  as  gives  the 
Clergy  Power  to  Eleft :  He  grants  Him  the  Eftate 
and  Honour  Annex'd  to  his  Bifhoprick:  And  all  this 
not  only  upon  Suppofition  of  Fealty  to  be  done  for 
it,  but  with  an  exprefs  Homage  performed  by  every 
fuch  Bifhop  upon  the  Account  of  His  Bifhoprick «, 
and  a  Solemn  Acknowledgment  therein  made,  that 
He  Holds  both  his  Bijhopnck,  and  the  Poffeffions  of 
the  fame,  ofthe  King,  and  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 
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Realm.  When  therefore  the  Civil  Power  does,  for 
any  Offence  by  any  fuch  Perfons  Committed,  or  for 
any  Duty  refiifed,  Deprive  Them  of  their  Bifhop- 
ricks,  It  takes  nothing  from  them  but  what  it  had 
freely  given  them  before :  And  it  would  be  very 
ftrange,  that  the  Civil  Magiftrate  fhould  have  Au- 
thority to  grant  a  certain  Part  of  His  Realm  to  a 
Bifhop  to  Exercife  his  Office  in,  and  to  Allot  him  a 
Competent  Maintenance  out  of  the  Lands  and  Pof- 
feflions  of  the  fame  Realm,  for  his  Support  in  the 
Execution  of  the  Office  fb  Committed  to  Him  ;  and 
yet,  tho'  fuch  a  Bi(hop  fhould  never  fo  much  Mif 
behave  Himlelf  towards  his  Prince,  or  Aft  never  fo 
contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Realm  j  Tho'  he 
fhould  exprefsly  declare  the  King  to  be  an  Vfurpcr, 
and  refufe  to  acknowledge  his  Lawful  Power  and 
Authority  •,  Yet  neither  the  King,  nor  his  "Parlia- 
ment, fhall  have  Power  to  Refume  their  Own  Grant  $ 
and  Deprive  Him  of  that  Diocefe,  thole  Honours 
and  Revenues,  which,  upon  the  Confidence  of  his 
Continuance  in  his  Sworn  fealty  to  the  Crown,  had 
been  Committed  to  his  Trult. 

I  am  fure  our  firft  Reformers  were  fo  fir  from  be- 
ing poffefs'd  with  any  fuch  Notions,  that  They  made 
no  fcruple  to  take  CommiJJions  from  the  Crown  to 
hold  their  Bifhopricks  ^  and  to  Exercife  their  Jurif- 
dittion  in  them,  during  the  Prince's  Pleafure.  And 
it  would  be  a  very  Ungrateful  Return  for  the  RemiP 
fion  of  fuch  a  truly  Severe,  and  I  think  undue,  De- 
pendance  upon  the  Will  of  the  Prince,  to  fet  up  for 
a  Power  out  of  the  Reach  both  of  the  King,  and 
the  Law:  And  to  pretend  a  Right  to  Exercife  a  Ju- 
rifdi&ion  over  hps  Subjects,  and  within  his  Realm, 
not  only  without  his  Permijjion,  but  in  Defiance  of 
his  Authority,  and  Oblige  his  People  to  Submit  to 
it,  on  pain  of  Damnation. 

G  2  But 
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,  But  if  it  (hall  be  yet  farther  asked,  Whether,  nor 
wkhifandiflg  thefe  Deprivations  of  the  Konjuring 
Bifbops  and  Clergy,  by  the  Authority  of  the  Civil 
Magtjlrate,  the  People  are  not  Hill  Obliged  to  hold 
on  their  Communion  with  their  Deprived  Minifters, 
and  both  the  people  and  Clergy  to  Obey  their  Old 
Bifbops,  and  not  to  Receive  or  Communicate  with 
Thole  who  are  put  into  their  Places?  the  Anfwer  to 
this  will  be  very  eafy.  As  foon  as  any  fuch  Bijhops 
and  Minifters  are  Removed  from  their  Diocefes  and 
Parijhes,  the  Relation  ceafes  between  Them,  their 
Clergy  and  People  ^  Who  are  from  thenceforth  to 
look  upon  Them  no  otherwife,  than  as  if  They  were 
naturally  Dead. 

For  Proof  whereof  let  it  be.confidered,  that  a  Pa- 
rftnoner  does  not  Communicate  with  His  Mwifter, 
nor  receive  Him  as  fuch ,  merely  becaufe  he  is  a 
Pricfi  of  the  CbriJUan  Chunh,  duly  Ordained  to  that 
Office  •->  but  becaule  He  is  alio  Legally  Conftituted  the 
M'tnifter  of  hk  Parijh.  It  is  for  this  Reafon  that, 
in  Obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  He  pays 
Tiim  the  Tythes ,  and  Other  Dues  which  he  is  Obli- 
ged, as  a  P  anjbioner ,  to  pay  to  the  Mini  ft  cr  of  that 
Parifb\  upon  the  Account  of  the  Houfes,  or  Lands, 
or  other  Eftate,  which  he  occupies  in  it.  And  the 
Miwfter,  in  Return,  is  Obliged  by  the  fame  Laws, 
to  Officiate  in  the  Parijh  Church :  To  Preach  the 
Word,'. ani  Mmificr  the  Holy  Sacraments,  to  all  the 
Members  of  His  'Parifb.  But  if  either  this  MiniJIer 
leaves  His  Parijh,  and  takes  fome  Other  Cure  5  Or 
the  Yarijbioncr  ceafes  to  Inhabit  in  it ,  and  Removes 
into  another  Parijh  5  all  the  Relation  of  Minifter 
and  Par'ifhioncr  from  thenceforth  Ceafes  between 
Them ;  and  there  is  no  fuch  Obligation  remaining 
From  Either  towards  die  Other, 


and  Church  o/England.    ^3 

The  fame  is  the  Cafe  with  a  Bijkop,  and  his  Qw- 
gy:  Their  Relation  is  founded  upon  the  Right  which 
the  One  has,  by  Law,  to  be  Bijkop  of  that  Diocefeh 
and  the  Other,  by  the  fame  Law,  to  be  the  Re&or  or 
Vicar  of  fome  Cure  within  the  fame  Diocefe.  But 
if  either  this  Bijkop  be  Tranjlated  to  another  See  5  or 
Refigns  his  Bijhoprick-,  or  otherwife  Leaves  his  1»- 
«r/>,  and  another  Orthodox  Bijkop  be  Legally  put  in 
his  place-,  Or  if  the  Parochial  Minifter  takes  a 
hiving  in  another  Diocefe,  or  Otherwile  Refigns ,  or 
forfeits,  or  Avoids  his  C#/r  5  in  any  of  thefe  Ca- 
fes all  the  Relation  Ceafes  between  Them  •,  and  the 
Duty  which  fuch  a  Minifter  before  Ow'd  to  that 
Bijkop,  is  at  an  End  5  and  muft  be  transferred  to  the 
Other  Bijkop,  to  whom,  by  Law,  it  Appertains. 

This  is  fo  clear  in  the  Cafe  of  Bijhopricks  more 
efpecially,that  when  by  AS  oj  Parliament  fome  New 
Vwcefes  were  taken  out  of  the  Old  Ones-,  as  Glou- 
cefier  out  of  Worccfter  5  Oxford  and  Peterborough 
out  of  Lincoln  •,  the  Gte/gy,  who  before  that  ^  were 
Related  to  the  Bijhops  of  Worcefter  or  Lincoln,  as 
their  proper  Ordinaries,  to  whom  they  ow'd  their 
Canonical  Obedience,  were  from  thenceforth  fet  at  li- 
berty from  all  their  Obligations  to  Them  •,  and  be- 
came Subjeft  to  thofe  other  Bifhops,  within  whofe 
New  Eftablifh'd  Diftrias  their  Cures  lay. 

In  like  manner,  in  the  prefent  Cafe  -,  as  foon  as 
thofe  Bijhops  and  Clergymen  who  Refufed  the 
Oaths,  were  for  that  Reafon  Deprived  by  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Statute  made  in  that  Behalf,  and 
new  Bijhops  and  Clergymen  were  legally  Conftituted 
in  their  places*,  thole  New  Bijhops  and  Clergymen 
became  the  Lawful,  and  Rightful  Bijhops  and  Mini- 
Jlers  of  their  Refpeftive  PariJJjes  and  Diocefes  $ 
and  the  Clergy  and  People  were  Obliged  to  Re- 
'       •  •  ceivc* 
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ceive,  and  Submit  to  Them,   and  Communicate 
with  them,  as  fuch. 

If;  in  Anlwer  to  this,  it  (hall  be  faid,  that  'tis 
true  indeed  this  is  the  Law  of  the  Realm  \  but  that 
the  Laws  of  the  Church  are  Otherwife  ^  and  We 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  fo  far  Over-ruled  by  the 
One,  as  to  Elude  the  Authority  of  the  Other  :  I 
mult  defire  to  know,  What  thofe  Laws  of  the 
Church  are,  which  they  would  here  fet  up  in  Oppo- 
fition  to,  and  Derogation  of,  the  Laws  of  the 
Realm. 

Is  there  any  thing  in  this  Procedure  contrary  to 
the  Commands  of  Chriji,  or  his  Apoftles  ?  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  Contradicts 
fuch  an  Eftablilhment  > 

Have  thole  Sacred  Writings  any  where  declared, 
that  if  the  Chriftian  Prince  once  makes  a  Man  Bijhop 
of  fuch  a  Diocefe  \  or Mini  ft  er  of  fuch  a  Parijh 
within  His  Realm  5  It  (hall  not  be  in  the  Power  of 
that  Chriftian  Prince,  on  any  Account  whatfoever, 
to  Remove  Him  from  His  Bijhcprick  or  Parifh  ^ 
Tho5  He  fhould  Refufe  to  Own  his  Authority,  or 
to  Pray  for  Him  in  his  Church  :  Nay,  tho5  he 
fhould  declare  that  he  was  an  Ufurper  -,  that  fbme 
Other  Perlbn  had  a  better  Title  to  the  Government  * 
and  teach  the  People  to  Believe  the  fame  j  and  in 
Coniequence  thereof,  fhould  ftir  Them  up  into  Se- 
dition, or  Rebellion  againft  Him  > 

Is  there  any  Place,  or  Paffage,  in  the  New  Te- 
ftament  that  teaches,  that  the  Chriftian  Prince  ha- 
ving, in  his  Own  Defence,  Removed  fuch  a  dange- 
rous Bijhop  or  Minifter,  from  his  Diocefe,  or  Parijh, 
and  put  Another  Orthodox  Chriftian  Bijhop,  or  Mini- 
fter^  in  his  Place  ;  the  People  nevertheless  may,  and 
are  in  Confcience  bound,  to  Reje&  the  Perlbn  id 

,       Legally 
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Legally  Appointed  to  Succeed  Him  who  is  Removed; 
and  to  continue  ftill  to  Adhere  to,  and  Communi- 
cate with  their  former  Bijhop,  or  Minifies  in  defi- 
ance of  their  Chriflian  Prince,  or  Ruler. 

Hath  our  Saviour  Chrifl,  or  his  Apojiles,  any 
where  laid,  that,  in  fuch  a  Cafe  as  this,  Thole  are 
the  Schifmaticks  who  Obey  the  Higher  Powers,  and 
Receive  the  Perfon  whom  They  Appoint  to  Mini- 
fter  to  Them  in  Holy  things  •,  not  They  who,  under 
this  pretence,  Forfake  the  Communion  of  the  Efla- 
blifhed  Church  -5  and  Set  up  Other  Meetings,  and 
Congregations,  againft  it  5  and  Adhere  to  their  Se- 
ditious Bijhops  and  Paftors7  Who  teach  in  fiich 
leparate  AiTemblies  •,  in  exprefs  Difobedience  to,  and 
Defiance  of,  the  Authority  of  that  Chriflian  Prince 
under  Whom,  and  of  the  Laves  of  that  Chriflian 
Kingdom,  in  which,  They  live  ? 

If  there  be  any  fuch  Monftrous  DocVmes  as  thefe 
to  be  found  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  \  If  our  Blefled 
Lord,  who  came  not  to  difturb  Civil  Government, 
but  more  ftrongly  to  enforce  Obedience  to  it,  has 
thus  fet  up  his  Church  againft  the  State  5  and  Ere- 
fted  a  Spiritual  Kingdom,  not  only  different  from, 
but  Oppofite  to,  the  Temporal  Kingdoms  of  the 
World  \  let  this  be  (hewn,  and  we  will  own  Them 
to  be  in  the  Right.  But  if  this  they  cannot  (as  it 
is  certain  they  cannot)  Do  5  Let  them  not  think  to 
frighten  us  with  their  Own  Inventions,  but  fear, 
lealt  by  thus  Preaching  another  Go/pel  than  what 
Chrifl,  and  his  Apoflles,  either  Preached  or  Taught, 
They  fall  under  the  dreadful  Sentence  of  St.  Pauly 
and  become  Anathema  ^  a  Reproach,  and  Curfe,  both 
to  God  and  Man. 

But  it  may  be  by  the  Laws  of  the  Church  they 
mean  not  any  Rules,  or  Directions,  of  the  Go/pel 
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of  Chrift,  but  fome  Ecclefiaftical  Decifons,  or  Confil* 
miens,  made  by  the  Bifhops,  or  Synods  of  the 
Church,  upon  the  like  Occafions.  Whether  any 
fuch  Canons  or  Determinations,  have  at  any  time 
been  made,  by  any  Bifhops,  or  in  any  Synods,  I 
(hall  not  need  to  enquire.  If  there  have/  it  may 
fuffice  to  fay,  that  either  they  were  founded  upon 
xhs  Authority  of  God  s  Word,  and  then  it  muft  be 
fhown  what,  and  where,  thofe  Pajjages  of  Holy 
Scripture  are,  on  which  they  were  founded  :  Or  if 
not,  I  muft  then  beg  leave  to  put  them  in  Mind, 
that  no  Canons,  or  Confitutions,  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  this  Realm,  or  the  King's  Prerogative  Royal7 
have  any  force  in  this  Church  •,  nor  Ought  in  fuch  a 
Cafe  to  be  at  all  Regarded  by  Us. 

In  fhort:,  As  all  the  Pretence  of  Invalidity  in  the 
Deprivation  of  Our  Nonjuring  Bifhops  and  Clergy  y 
muft  at  laft  be  Reiblved  into  the  New,  and  Dange- 
rous Pretence,  of  the  Jndependance  of  the  Church 
upon  the  State  :  So  it  may  Suffice  to  Anfwer  all 
fuch  Exceptions,  freely  to  tell  them,  that  whilft  the 
Chrijiian  Prince  continues  to  Protett,   and  Defend 
the  Chrijiian  Church,  and  the  Bifhops  and  Pajiors  of 
it ,    the  Outward  Policy    and  Government  of  the 
Church,  muft  be  fubjeft  to  the  Laws  and  Conflituti- 
ons of  the  State  •,  and  that  it  was  the  Will  of  Chrift  y 
and  is  for  the  Benefit  of  His  Church,  that  it  fhould 
be  fo.    And  to  Thofe  who  yet  doubt  of  it  in  the 
prefent  Cafe  ^  I  would  only  put  this  plain  Suppofi- 
tion :  What  if  our  Alls  of  Parliament  which  en- 
join the  Taking  of  the  Oaths  to  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment, had  not  only  made  it  Lofs  of  Preferments 
in  the  Clergy  to  Refufe  thsm  ^   but  had  moreover. 
added  the  further    Penalty  of  Banijhment  to  it  ? 
And  that   thereupon   the  Konjuring  Bifhops  and 
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Clergy  had  been  immediately  fent  out  of  the  King- 
dom ?  That  this  the  Government  might  Lawfully 
have  done,  cannot  be  doubted:  Let  me   therefore 
ask,  what  in  this  Cafe,  muft  have  been  the  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  Procedure  ?  Muft  there  have  been 
forthwith  an  End  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  in  the 
Kingdom  ?  Or  might  not  the  Bifhops  that  took  the 
Oaths,  have  lawfully  kept  on  a  Succeffion  of  Bifhops 
and  Presbyters,  to  Teach  and  Inltruct  the  People ; 
and  to  Mmifter  the  Sacraments  to  Them  ?  And  the 
Clergy  have  continued  to  Preach  and  Baptize,  and 
do  all  other  Things  Neceffary  to  maintain  a  Chrifti- 
an Church  among  Us  ?  I  can  hardly  think  that  any 
One  will  be  lb  hardy  as  to  fay,  that  the  Deprivation 
of  a  few  Obftinate,  or  Miftaken  Men  ,  would  have 
fufficed  to  have  put  the  whole  Kingdom  under  an  In- 
terdict :  And  have  obliged  the  Prince  either  to  Re- 
ltore  Them  to  their  Places,  notwithltanding  all  their 
Evil  Intentions  againft  Him  •,  or  from   thenceforth 
to  have  fubmitted  to  a  total  failure  of  Chriftianity  in 
His  Realm  •,  and  have  had  his  whole  Kingdom,  for 
the  fake  of  thole  Ejelled  Bifhops  and   Clergy,  be- 
come a  Kingdom  of  Heathens  and  Publicans  -,   Of 
Perfbns  utterly  Cut  off  from  the  privileges  of  Chri- 
ftianity •,    without    Prayers,   wichout   Sacraments, 
without  any  Other  Church  Ordinances  here  •,   and 
under  a  Certain  Expe&ation  of  Eternal  Damnation 
hereafter.    And  yet  why  Our  Conforming  Bifhops  and 
Clergy  fhould    be  in   a  worle  condition  by  Their 
flaying  here,  than  They  would  have   been  if  They 
had  all  been  fent  out  of  the  Realm,1  it  will  I  believe 
be  no  eafy  matter  for  any. One  to  inform  Us. 

But  thele  are  indeed  nothing  elle  but  the  Unrea- 
chable Effe&s  of  fome  Mens  Prejudices :  Who 
muft  firft  (hew  us,  if  they  can,  that  Their  Notions^ 

H  of 
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®iSchifm.,  of  the  Independent  Power  of  the  Church 
ln  a  Chrifiian  State  $  Of  the  Invalidity  of  (what  they 
call)  Lay  Deprivations,  and  the  like  Chimzras  of 
their  own  brains,  are  founded  upon  the  Authority 
of  God's  Word-.  Or,  if  they  cannot  do  this,  mult 
give  Us  leave  to  fay,  that  we  are  not  tobe  fright- 
ned  with  the  Brut  a  Pulmina  of  Their  Uncharitable 
Ceniures-,  having  learnt  from  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
That  the  Curfe  Caufelefs  fhaU  not  come  -,  and,  That 
in  vain  do  they  think  to  Honour  Chnft,  (let  me  add, 
pr  to  do  any  true  Service  to  his  Church)  Who  thus 
run  away,  They  know  not  why,  with  their  Own 
fond  Conceits -,  and  Teach  for  DoRrines  the  Command- 
nents  of  men. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  appears,  *  That  thofe 
Bifhops  and  Clergymen,  who  have  Refused  to  take 
the  Oaths,  and  have  thereby  fallen  under  the  Penalty 
of  thofe  Statutes  which  Enjoined  the  taking  of 
Them,  have  been  juflly  Deprived  of  their  Benefices 
and  Promotions.  *  That  the  Government,  on  this 
Occafion,  did  nothing  but  what  it  had  ^Sufficient 
Authority  to  do^  and  what  had  often  before  been 
done,  in  the  like  Cafes.  *  That  being  fb  Deprived, 
all  their  Right  Ceaied  to  their  feveral  Diocefes  and 
Cures  5  and,  with  That,  all  the  Obligation  of  the 
Clergy  and  People,  either  to  Communicate  with  Them, 
or  Obey  Them,  as  their  Lawful  Bifhops  and  Paftors. 
*  That  thofe  Bifhops  and  Paftors ,  who  Succeeded 
them  in  their  refpeftive  Diocefes  and  Parifhes,  be- 
ing both  Orthodox  in  rhe  faith,  and  Lawfully  put 
into  their  places  *,  the  Clergy  and  People  were  Obliged 
to  Submit  to  Them,  and  Receive  Them,  as  their 
proper  Bifioops  and  Paftors  ^  and  to  hold  Communion 
&hh  Them  as  fuch.  The  Confequence  of  ail  which 
fnuft  neceffarily  be  this  $  *  That  Thofe  who  Refufe 
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to  Communicate  with  Them,  and  Obey  Them,  upon 
the  groundlefs  pretence  of  any  Injury  done  to,  or 
any  Right  remaining  in,  the  Ejetled  Bijhops  and 
Clergy  -,  and  thereupon  fet  up  Separate  Congregati- 
ons, Diftinft  from  thofe  of  the  Eftablijh'd  Churchy 
and  Confecrate  New  Bijhops  in  Oppofition  to  Her 
Pajiors;  muft  be  the  Perlons  Guilty  of  Schifm^ 
and  anfwer  to  God  for  all  that  Sin  which,  by  their 
Own  Confeflion,  will  lie  either  upon  Them  or  Us* 
and  for  all  thofe  Evils  and  Calamities,  which  they 
have  been  Endeavouring  by  this  means,  to  bring 
upon  Our  Church  and  Nation,  And  tho',  in  mat- 
ters of  this  Nature,  I  muft  freely  Own  that  I  have 
no  great  Regard  to  what  Thofe  of  other  Countries 
(with  whom  we  have  nothing  to  do,  nor  They  with 
Us,)  have  either  Determined,  or  Praftiied,  on  the 
like  Occafions  •,  Yet  I  believe  it  will  be  hard  ro  pro- 
duce any  Inftances,  in  any  part  of  the  Christian 
Church,  wherein  it  has  been  thought  allowable  to 
feparate  from  the  Orthodox  Bijhops  and  Clergy  of  an 
Eflablifhd  Church,  meerly  upon  this  Account,  that 
the  Chriflian  MagiJJrate  had,  for  fome  great  Crime 
Committed  againtt  His  Government,  or  upon  fome 
Other  juft  Offence  given  by  Them,  Deprived  cer- 
tain of  His  Bijhops  or  Clergy  of  their  Preferments^ 
and  Caufed  Other  Orthodox  Bijhops  and  Clergymen  t 
ro  be  regularly  Chofen  and  Admitted  into  their 
Places. 

And  now  having  thus  fairly  (hewn  what  Oar 
Opinions,  as  to  ail  theie  macters,  are,  and  what  the 
Reafons  upon  which  we  Account  Our  Selves  Obliged 
to  Aft  as  we  do,  both  with  refpeft  to  our  Sub- 
?nifJion  to  the  prefect  Government,  and  our  Com- 
munion with  the  Church  of  England  by  Law  Efta- 
blijh'd :  Let  me,  in  the  Name  of  Gody  befeech  all 
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Impartial  Perfons,  even  Thofe  who  differ  from  Us 
in  fome,  perhaps  in  moft,  of  the  Particulars  before 
mentioned,  leriouily  to  Confider,  What  Occafion 
has  been  given  for  thofe  Unhappy  Divifwns  which 
have  been  fo  caulelelly  Raifed,  and  fo  fatally  kept 
up  among  Us?  And  what  ground  there  is  for  thole 
rafh  Cenfures,  which  fome  Men  are  pleafed,  with 
fo  much  bitter  Anger  and  Malice,  to  Caft  upon 

Is  it  that  we  Complain  of  the  Unwarrantable 
Meafures  taken  by  King  J  AMES  to  Opprefs  a 
free  People  ^  to  turn  our  Limited  and  Legal,  into 
an  Arbitrary  and  Abfolute  Monarchy,  and  that  in 
Order  to  the  bringing  in  of  Popery,  with  all  its 
deftruQive  Confluences,  Upon  Us  ^  and  thereby 
rendring  Us  equally  Slaves,  both  as  to  that  Tempo- 
ral and  Spiritual  Tyranny,  from  which  we  had  lb 
long  and  happily  been  Delivered?  Forgive  Us  this 
fault.  We  Confels  we  did  Complain  of  that  Prince's 
Unjuft  and  OpprelTive  Attempts-,  nay  and  do  Itill 
think  we  had  good  realbn  to  complain  of  Them : 
And  that  we  fhould  have  been  the  worft  of  Tray- 
tors  both  to  our  Church  and  Country,  had  we  not 
been  concerned  at  the  Approaching  Defolation  of 
Both :  And  have  even  deferved  thofe  Fetters,  which 
were  prepared  for  Us,  if  we  had  not  been  defirous 
to  do  all  we  Lawfully  Could,  to  prevent  our  being 
fervilely  bound  with  them. 

Or  is  it  that  we  Rejoiced  heartily  at  the  Delive- 
rance which  it  pleafed  God,  in  his  great  mercy,  to 
Send  to  Us?  That  we  were  pleafed  to  think  that  a 
Generous  Prince  had  pitied  our  Misfortunes  ^  and 
was  Refolved  to  free  Us  from  that  Tyranny  and 
Oppreflion,  which  he  faw  was  breaking  in,  like  a 
Torrent,   upon  Us?  We  freely  .Confels  this  alio: 
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We  were  pleafed  at  the  profpeft,  and  we  did  fe- 
cretlv  Offer  up  to  God  thofe  Thanks  then,  which 
we  have  ever  fince   publickly  Repeated  in  Our 
Church  on  the  happy  day  f  his  Coming  to  Us; 
That  He  gave  King  WILLIAM  a  faje  Arrival 
Here  •  and  made  all  Opfofition  fall  before  Him,  till 
He  became  Our  King  and  Governor.    The  Bleffing 
certainly  was  very  great  -,  To  be  delivered  from  fuch 
an  imminent  Ruin  by  a  foreign  Prince,  who  had  no 
Obligation  either  of  Law  or  Confcience,  to  reftrain 
him  from  fuch  an  Enterprize*  but  great  Induce- 
ments both  upon  his  Own,  and  his  Country's  Ac- 
count'to  prevent  our  being  Sacrificed  to  the  Arbi- 
trary Will  of  an  Opprejfor  at  Home-,  and  to  the  fa- 
tal Service  of  the  Yrencb  Meafures,  fo  dangerous  to 
all  its  Neighbours  abroad. 

Is  it  that  Some  among  Us  join  d  m  that  Invafi- 
en-  Others  Approved  of  it:  Many  Invited  the  Fnnce, 
upon  King  JAMES's  withdrawing  Himfelf,    to 
take  the  Government  upon  Him-,  and  All  Refufed 
to  Exprefs  any  Refentments  againft  what  was  do- 
ins   or  to  Encourage  the  People  to  Affift  the  King, 
in  Oppofing  of  it  ?  But  can  it  be  thought  Reafona- 
ble  that  any  People,  in  our  Circumftances,  fhould, 
or  ought  to  have  done  Otherwife  ?  Were  we  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  we  could  not  at  all,  or 
not  without  the  Odious  Appearance  of  Rebellion, 
have  Rifen  againft  the  Unlawful  Executioners  of  that 
Prince slUegal  and  Arbitrary  Commands,  Our  felves: 
Which  yet  rather  than  have  Sacrificed  our  Laws, 
Liberty,  Religion-,  all  that  is  Valuable  either  as  to 
this  Life,  or  Another,  we  ought,  as  by  our  Legal 
Conllitution  we  might  juftly  have  done*  (For  I  know 
no   Power  that  a  Britijh  Kmg  has  to  Commiffion 
any  Perfons  to  Opprefs  the  leaft  of  His  Subjects, 
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much  lefs  to  En/lave  the  whole  Nation,  contrary  to 
Law  5  nor  are  Thofe  who  Accept  of  fuch  Unlawful 
Comniijfwns,  in  the  Eye  of  our  Laws,  ever  the  more 
Authorized,  or  CommiJJioned  at  ail :)  and  when  God, 
in  luch  a  Critical  Juncture,   lent  us  a  Deliverer] 
fhould  we  have  joined  with  the  King,  and  his  P<?- 
pijh  Infiruments,  to  fight  againlt  our  Own  Liberty  > 
Should  we  have  Reproached  that  Deliverer  for  one 
of  the   moft  Laudable  and  Heroical  Enterprises, 
that  ever  a  Generous  Prince  Undertook  ?  This  was 
fuch  a  Contradiction  to  all  fenfe  of  duty  to  Our 
Selves,  and  our  Pofterity,  that  even  our  (afterwards) 
Nonjuring  Bifhops,  plainly  Refufed  the  King,    at 
the  very  time  of  the  Invafwn,    to  concur  in  it* 
And  as  for  Inviting  the  Prince  to  take  the  Govern- 
ment upon  Him,  when  King  JAMES  had  left  Us 
without  any  Legal  Government  at  all  ^  What  would 
they  have  had  the  Nation  do  ?  The  King  was  Gone: 
The  Government  was  Dijjolved :  All  was  running  in- 
to Anarchy  and  Qonfufwn.    The  People  were  every 
where  up  in  Numbers-,  Burning,  Demolifhing,  De- 
ftroying  both    the  Houfes  and  Goods  of  Thole 
whom  they  Efteemed  the  Nation's  Enemies.    What 
could  the  Lords  and  Commons  have  done  more  natu- 
rally, or  more  Effectually,  to  lecure  the  Publick 
Peace,  than  to  delire  the  Prince  to  take  the  Govern* 
ment  upon  Him,  till  it  fhould  again  be  fettled  in  a 
Legal  Way  ?  If  this  were  a  Crime,  it  was  fuch  as 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Nation  made  abfolutely 
NecefTary.    But  be  it  right  or  not,  it  was  the  Per- 
lonal  Act  of  Thole  only  Who  concurr'd.  in  it-,  And 
therefore  they  only  muft  Aniwer  for  it. 

Or  is  it  our  Crime  that  when  King  JAMES,  a 
Second  time,  Forfook  the  Realm*,  Diffolved  the 
Government  -,  Left  none  to  take  the  Exercife  of  it 
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in  his  Abfence  (  Infomuch  that  the  approaching 
Term  could  not  be  held  ^  nor  any  Legal  Proceffes  be 
made  in  it)  The  Convention.,  which  was  Summoned 
to  Settle  the  Kingdom,  Voted  this  Defertion  to  be 
an  Abdication-.  And,  as  the  neceflary  Confequence 
of  that,  the  Throne  to  be  Vacant?  And  thereupon 
proceeded  to  fill  it  up  with  the  next  Proteftant  Heirs, 
( the  Princefs  of  Denmark  agreeing  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange    fhould   be  placed  before    Her)  King 
WILLIAM  and  Queen  MART?  But,  Suppo- 
sing Thole  who  were  of  that  Opinion,  to  have  been 
Miftaken  j  That  it  was  not  truly  an  Abdication  •,  nor 
ought  to  have  had  fuch  an  Advantage  taken  of  it  •, 
yet  ftili  They  who  Voted  this,  muft  here  again  An- 
Iwer  to  God  for  it  •,  the  Nation  is  not  Refponfible 
for  their  Error.    And  yet,  I  believe,  it  will  be  hard 
to  lay  what  an  Abdication  is,  if  the  Foriaking  of  a 
Kingdom  after  fuch  Attempt s,  under  fuch  Or  cum- 
fiances,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,   as  that  Unhappy 
Prince  did,  does  not  Amount  to  One. 

But,  whether  it  were  truly  an  Abdication  or  not, 
thus  the  Lords  for  Them/elves,  and  the  Commons,  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Reft  of  the  Kingdom,  judged  it; 
and  thereupon  the  King  and  §>iieen  were  put  into  the 
Throne  3  were  Crown  d  :,  and  took  Poffejjion  of  the 
Government  :  And  when  the  Convention  was  made  a 
Parliament,  All  that  had  been  done  in  the  One,  was 
confirmed  by  the  Other -,  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
which  before  had  been  taken  to  King  JAMES, 
was  Ordered  to  be  taken  to  King  WILL  I  AM  and 
Queen  MART.  Here  therefore  I  would  again; 
ask*, 

When  Matters  were  come  to  this  pals,  Was  it 
our  Fault  that  we  Submitted  to  what  the  Convention 
and  Parliament  had  done -,  and  took  the  Oath  of  Al- 
legiance 
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legiance  to  the  Xing  and  Queen  in  Pojjejfion,  as  we 
were  by  that  Statute  Required  to  do  ?  Let  me  Ap- 
peal to  All  who  are  acquainted  either  with  the  Laws 
or  Hijlory  of  our  Country,  Whether  this  had  not  al- 
ways been  accounted  the  Englijh  SubjcSs  Duty  ;  and 
Openly  declared  fo  to  be  ;  ( not  fince  the  Revolution, 
nor  to  lerve  the  Intereft  of  That  •,  but  feveral  Ages 
before  any  of  Thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the 
Revolution  were  Born  )  by  the  Judges  and  Lawyers, 
who  Wrote,  and  Judged,  and  Determined  this  to 
be  the  Law  ^  and  that  under  the  Reigns  of  thole 
Princes,  who  had  Right,  as  well  as  Poffejfion,  on 
their  Side  ?  I  (hall  not  need  to  offer  any  Inltances  in 
proof  of  this:  Dr.  HIGDEN  has  fo  fully  and 
unanfwerably  done  it,  that  I  verily  believe  no  One, 
who  has  duly  Examined  this  Matter,  can  really 
doubt  of  the  Truth  of  it. 

And  if  PoJJeJJion  alone,  by  our  Law,  Determines 
Our  Allegiance  to  the  Prince  who  Jits  upon  the  Throne, 
furely  the  Continuance  of  that  Pojfeffion  for  fo  many 
SucceiTive  Reigns,  during  the  Courfe  of  Eight  and 
Twenty  Years,  will  add  yet  more  Strength  to  the 
Right  of  the  peaceable,  and  Settled  Poffeffor :.  And 
give  Him  fuch  a  Title,  as  not  only  the  Law  of 
ENGL  A  ND,  but  the  Laws  of  all  Nat ions ,  direct 
Every  People  to  Acquiefce  in.  And,  upon  fuch  Re- 
volutions, either  there  never  muft  be  a  Settlement 
again  at  all  ^  nor  Subjects  ever  any  more  live  in 
Peace  ^  Or  it  muft  be  granted,  that  it  is  their  Duty 
to  Submit  to  thole  Princes  whom  the  Providence  of 
God  has  fet  over  Them  *,  and  Supported  lb  many 
Years  in  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Crown,  againft  all 
the  Powers  of  their  Enemies:  Without  Enquiring 
into  their  Rights,  which  the  People,  for  the  moft 
part,  are  very  unfit,  nor  would  it  become  them,  to 
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judge  of  And  in  this,  I  conceive.  We  have  not 
only  the  Laws  of  ilto,  but  the  Precepts  of  the 
Go/pel,  on  our  Side  5  in  thole  PaiTages  which  chiefly- 
prelcribe  the  Duty  of  SubjeEts  to  the  Higher  Powers. 

There  is  therefore  neither  Perjury  nor  Rebellion 
in  what  we  do,  in  paying  Our  Allegiance  to  the 
prefent  Government,  and  readily  taking  thole  Oaths 
which  it  Requires  of  us.  As  for  the  Cafe  of  Sepa- 
ration from  Our  Communion  in  Church  Matters  \  Let 
me  farther  Ask  Thole  who  lay  any  blame  to  Us  on 
that  Account, 

Was  it  any  New  Thing,  firft  begun  upon  the  Re- 
volution, to  Require  Oaths  of  Allegiance  from  the 
Sub] eft  to  His  King  ?  Or  was  not  the  Crown  in  PoP 
feflion  of  fuch  a  Demand  long  before  ?  Had  not  our 
Princes,  at  leaft  from  the  time  of  King  JAMES 
the  Firft,  conftantly  impofed  the  like  Oaths  ?  And 
were  They  ever  blamed  for  impofing  of  Them  ? 

If  it  be  the  Penalty  They  Except  againft  ^  the 
iame  Queftions  Recurr  upon  Them.  Were  not 
Oaths  before  Exa£ted  5  and  Other  Duties  Required 
of  the  Clergy,  under  the  Penalty  of  a  Deprivation 
tpfofatfo  >  Did  not  Queen  ELIZABETH  up- 
on the  like  Clauie  of  One  of  Her  ASs  of  Parlia- 
ment, Deprive  about  fourteen  Bijhops  who  refilled 
to  take  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  •,  beildes  Many  of 
the  Inferior  Clergy,  who  loft  their  Preferments  on 
the  lame  Account  ?  Were  not  Thole,  whom  King 
CHARLES  the  IId  at  his  Return  found  in  Pof- 
leflion  of  the  Parochial  Churchei -'of  the  Realm,  De- 
prived by  the  like  Claufe  in  our*  Aft  of  Uniformity  > 
And  yet  no  Exception  taken  either  by  our  firft  Re- 
formers  under  the  §>ueen,  Or  by  our  Own  Bijhops 
arid  Clergy,  under  the  King  5  as  if  any  thing  had 
been  hereby  Attempted  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
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the  Go/pet,  or  the  Rights  of  the  Chrijhan  Church- 
And  how  then  comes  that  now,  in  this  One  Cafe 
only,  to  be  fo  great  a  Crime,  as  even  to  warrant  a 
Separation  from  our  Eft ab lift? d  Church,  which  nei- 
ther Our  Aneejtors  thought  any  fault  at  all,  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Popift  Bijhops  and  Clergy  5  nor  We  our 
Selves  ever  complained  of,  when  it  was  to  turn  the 
Diffenters  out  of  their  Churches,  and  bring  thofe  of 
Our  Own  Communion  into  their  Places. 

Has  the  Law  of  God;  any  where  tied  up  the  Hands 
of  the  Chrijlian  Magi  fir  ale,  that  he  fhould  not  have 
Power  to  demand  an  Oath  of  fidelity  of  his  Bijhops 
and  Clergy,  as  well  as  of  the  Laity  ?  Has  it  Re- 
ftrained  Him  from  Depriving  Them  of  the  Privi- 
lege of  Publick  Miniftring  within  his  Territories,  if 
They  (hall  Refute  to  take  fuch  an  Oath,  when  Re- 
quired of  Them  ?  Nay  rather.  Has  it  not  Com- 
manded All,  both  Clergy,  and  Laity,  to  be  Subjett 
to  the  Higher  Powers,  and  either  to  do  what  thofe 
Higher  Powers  En  joy  n,  Or  to  Submit  to  what  they 
Infiift  ?  Which  how  thofe  can  pretend  to  do,  Who 
inilead  of  Submitting  quietly  to  the  Sentence  of 
the  Law,  difturb  Heaven  and  Earth  -,  Raife  Schifms 
and  Pactions  in  the  One,  and  call  for  Vengeance  from 
the  Other,  upon  All  that  will  not  run  into  the  fame 
Excels  of  Fury  and  Madnefs  with  Themfelves^ 
I  (hall  leave  the  warmeft  of  theie  Men,  in  their 
Cooler  Hours,  to  Confider. 

If  being  deftitute  of  all  Relief  from  the  Law  of 
God,  Or  the  Commands  of  Chrift  and  his  Apojlles  -, 
They  fhall  Retire  for  Shelter  to  the  Opinions  of  Men, 
Or  the  Canons  of  foreign  Churches  ;  let  me  once 
more  ask  :  Whether  They  do  in  their  Conferences 
think  fuch  Opinions,  or  fuch  Definitions,  ought  to 
be  of  any  force  with  Us,  when  they  run  counter  to 
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the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  and  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  >  Which  mould  the  Englijh  Subjeff  rather 
follow  •,  the  Commands  of  Thofe  whom  God  re- 
quires Us  to  Obey,  Or  the  Opinions  of  Thofe  who 
have  no  Power,  no  Authority  over  Us,  to  which 
either  God,  or  Man,  obliges  us  to  be  Subject. 

I  heartily  wiih,  that  all  Thole  who  have  hitherto 
either  been  Miftaken  Themfelves  in  thefe  matters, 
or  have  Milled  Others,  would  calmly  and  impartial- 
ly Confider  thefe  things  ^  and  fee,  Whether  they 
can  indeed  iuftify  Themfelves,  in  the  part  They 
have  had  both  in  Raifing,  and  Keeping  Up  fuch 
fatal  Divifions  and  Schifms  in  our  Church  and  State : 
That  they  would  Examine  Our  Reafons^  and  judge 
more  equitably  of  our  Proceedings:  That  they 
would,  at  leaft,  Believe  Us,  when  we  allure  Them, 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  before  the  face  of  Man- 
kind, that  we  are  fully  and  clearly  perfuaded,  that  i 
in  what  we  have  heretofore  done,  or  (till  continue  i 
to  do,  with  regard  to  the  Publick,  Wchave  neither, 
been  Guilty  of  Rebellion,  nor  Perjury,  nor  Schifm  •, 
nor  given  juft  Occafion  to  Any  to  Separate  from  Our 
Communion  -,  much  lefs  to  lay  fuch  heavy  Crimes  to 
Our  Charge. 

But  if  this  be  a  favour  we  muft  not  expect 
from  Them,  Let  me,  at  leaft,  befeech  all  Others, 
who  have  any  Regard  left  to  the  Peace  and 
Welfare  of  their  Country,  to  take  heed  how  they 
Enter  into  any  fuch  defperate  and  deftruftive 
Meafures  with  Them,  as  can  End  in  Nothing, 
but  either  their  Own,  or  the  Publick  Ruin.  We 
have  Truth,  We  have  Right,  We  have  the  Laws 
of  God  and  Man  on  our  Side  :  All  thefe  plead 
for,  and  Require,  our  Loyalty  to  our  King  ;  Our 
€tedfafl  Communion  with  ■  the  EftabliJFd  Church  $ 
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Our  Love,  and  Peace,  and  Charity,  towards  Each 
Other.  If  we  faithfully  fulfil  thefe  Obligations* 
and  ftand  faft  in  that  Liberty  with  which  the  Di- 
vine Providence  hath  16  eminently  concurred  to 
make  as  free  j  We  fhall  then  be  fecure,  in  de- 
fpight  of  all  that  our  Enemies  can  do  to  difturb 
our  Repofe.  But  if,  inftead  of  fuch  a  Firmnefs, 
we  (hall  fuffer  our  felves  to  be  either  Affright- 
ed, or  Deluded,  out  of  our  own  Happinefs  \  and 
joyn  with  Them  to  Reftore  that  Tyranny,  Slave- 
ry, and  Idolatry,  which  we  have  fo  narrowly 
efcaped;  Our  lafl  State  will  be  worfe  than  our 
firjl  Wte  fhall  pay  feverely  for  all  the  Trou- 
bles, and  Dangers,  and  Loffes,  to  which  we  have, 
for  fo  many  Years,  Expofed  a  furious^  Party: 
Which  even  now  knows  not  how  to  Oblerve  any 
Meafures  of  Truth  or  JujYice ,  Mercy  or  Charity, 
with  Us-,  And,  if  ever  They  get  the  better  of  Us, 
will  fet  no  Bounds,  either  to  their  Own  Malice,  or 
toourMifery. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 
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